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"= is preſumed that the n will. ſuf- 
ficiently account for the revival of this excel- 
lent diſcourſe: for regeneration is 2 hard word, 
and a very ſerious thing; and is now bandied 
about, rather indecently, by too many, who 
neither know what they ſay, nor whereof they affirm. 
The deciſion of our church upon this ſubject is ſo 
explicitly ſet forth in the Office for the Public 
Baptiſm of Infants, that a man muſt have caſt away 
the wiſdom of the ſerpent, however he may retain 
the innocence of. the dove—his charity muſt have 
ſwallowed up his common-ſenſe—before he can 
perſuade himſelf; that, even by the leaſt-cultivated 
underſtanding, her meaning can be innocently 
miſunderſtood. Yet; ſtrange to tell, they who 
arrogate to themſelves the title of being her only 
faithful ſupporters, and of exclnſively preaching 
the doctrines which in her Articles, Liturgy, and 
Homilies, ſhe profeſſes to believe, whenever they 
ſpeak upon the ſubject, (and it is a ſubject which, 
ſomehow or other, they contrive to introduce into 
every diſcourſe they deliver,) ſpeak of it in terms 
diametrically oppoſite to that which ſhe promul- 
gates as the truth. For, whereas ſhe aſſures 
every parent whoſe child her miniſters have bap- 
A 9 | —_—_ 
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tized, that it is by this ſacrament * regenerated;” 
and ſolemnly returns thanks to God, for that it 
% hath pleafed him to regenerate” the infant with 
„his Holy Spirit, and to make him his own child 
„ by adoption; they, on the contrary, conti- 
nually addreſs theſe infants, after they are come 
to years of maturity, as unregenerate, and teach 
them to expect from their preaching the benefit 
of regeneration. Thus they rob the ſacrament of 
its“ inward and ſpiritual grace, reducing it to 
a beggarly element, communicative of no benefit 
whatever, and charge the church with impoſing 
upon her miniſters the fearful impiety both of 
deceiving the people, and of lying unto God; and all 
this, that they may attract to their own perſons 
excluſive admiration, and may draw away diſciples 
after them. Again, whereas the church inſtructs 
parents to believe, that their children may lead 
* the reſt of their lives according to that begin- 
ning“ —that, like Obadiah, they may Fear the 
Lord from their youth—and that this is all they 
have to pray for in their behalf, ſince this will 
make their calling and election ſure; theſe men, on 
the other hand, teach their hearers, that, if they 
cannot prove the time when they really hated 
% God, they hate him ſtill' and that their 
*« preſent experience, if they be really regenerate, 
will be as different from their former as light 
from darkneſs.” Theſe two laſt- mentioned 

: poſitions 


Ni 

poſitions are no ſlanderous imputations on the 
perſons in queſtion; for they were taken from the 
mouth of one of the ableſt preachers of this de- 
ſeription, who draws together a mixed multitude, 
every Sunday afternoon, to one of the churches 
bordering upon the metropolis, and who ſcarcely 
ever fails to appeal to the authoritative declara- 
tions of our church, for proof of the A of 
his opinions, 

The tide of theſe perverſe opinions is, it is con- 
feſſed, at preſent running very ſtrong againſt us, 
and threatens to overwhelm every one who ven- 
tures to oppoſe it. But this will not excuſe God's 
faithful ſervants from ſtriving againſt the ſtream, 
and from attempting, at leaft, by the ſtrongeſt 
barriers they can ſet up, to check its impetuoſity : 
and if we are now dwindled down into ſo puny a 
race, that we cannot ſtem the torrent with our 
own ſtrength, we ſhall do a ſervice which we 
humbly hope will be accepted both by the church 
and its immortal Head, in bringing forward again 
thoſe giants of former days, who, though dead, 
yet live to us in their writings, and who, by their 
well directed oppoſition, kept under, during their 
own times, theſe overflowings of ſectarian malig- 
nity. l | 
The name of WarzaLanD ſtands very high in 
this liſt of worthies; and as he ſpake not in his 


life-time without commanding attention, we hope 
| AZ that 


* 
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(* 
that he will not now ſpeak in vain; but that his 
words, being the words of one truly: wiſe, will be 
either as goads, pricking thoſe to the heart who 
have, with ſuch indefatigable induſtry, propagated 
hereſies which he has long ago fo completely re- 
futed; or elſe be as'nails faſtened by the maſters of 
aſſembliess, not to be driven from their hold even 
by the united effort of fanatical violence. Having 
therefore recovered them from the mouldering 
heap, in which they have been ſuffered to lie too 
long concealed, and neglected, we tender them to 
our church, in theſe the days, of her extreme ne- 


ceſſity, when all the, planks ſeem ſtarting on which 


under God her ſecurity depends, in token of our 
unſhaken fidelity to her intereſts, and of our re- 
ſolution to maintain her cauſe, or, ſhould : theſe 


her enemies be permitted in judgment to prevail, 


to efteem the reproach of Chriſt. greater riches than 
the treaſures of Egypt; and impreſſed with theſe 


ſentiments, ſubſcribe ourſelves 


Her dutiful, but unworthy Sons SA Servants, | 


The EDITORS, 
Excl. xi. 11, 


REGENERATION 


REGENERATION 


STATED AND-EXPLAINED 


"accotminG ro | 


SCRIPTURE. and ANTIQUITY. 


| Tir „II. yy 5, 6. 


_ ARXER THAT THE KINDNESS. AND-LOVE\OF 
| GOD, OUR SAVIOUR TOWARDS MAN APPEARED, 
NOT BY WORKS, or RIGHTEOUSNESS, WHICH 
WE HAVE DONE, BUT ACCORDING-TO HIS 
MERCY HE SAVED vs, BY” THE” WASHING OP 

. REGENERATION, AND RENEWING OF THE HOLY 
GHOST ; WHICH HE SHED | ox vs ABUNDANTLY 


THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR SAVIOUR, 


R 
God's method of ſaving both Jew and' Gentile, 
under the Chriſtian diſpenſation. He did it, and 
does it, of free grace, and according to the riches 
of his pure mercy; not for or by any righteouſneſs 
which we have done, or do, by our own unafſifted 
abilities“, but by the waſhing, or laver, ef regenera- 

4 tion, 


* Si quzras cujuſmodi opera a juſtificatione & ſalute excludat 
: apoſtolus, clare hie reſpondet ipſe : A troino ajaty nueig, prono- 
mine mans emphatice addito : Qu fecimus ipſi, h. e. ex pro- 

priis 


— — 


Chryſoſtom, ad Illumin. Catech. i. p. 228. tom. ii. ed. Bened. 


1 
tion, and renewing of the Holy Ghſt, that is to ſay, 


by the facrament of Chriſtian Saptiſin, conſidered 
in both its parts, the outward viſible ſign,” which 


is water, and © the ward things /ignified” and 


exhibited, viz. a death unto fin, and a new birth 
< unto righteouſneſs,” therein wrought by the 
Holy Spirit of God. I interpret the text of water- 

baptiſm, as the ancients conſtantly did“, and as 
the rules of true criticiſm require. For, though 
ſome moderns have endeavoured to explain away 
<< the outward part, reſolving all into . the mward 
part or thing fignified,” namely, the grace of the 
ha y= wane how little W e or . Wer 


1e * Deinde act bujuſwodi, ex ingenio. humano 


Profecdis, opponit gratiam illam Dei, ex mera ſua miſericordia 


in nos per Chriſtum largiter effuſam, qua regeneramur ac renova- 

mur, quaque /ola operibus vere bonis idonei reddimur. Quodque 
prioribus ademerat, Bis concedit opekibus; h. e. per hæc, non 
per illa, nos ſervatos affirmat. Cum enim dicit Paulus, ſervari 


nos dia aN beg IIvevualOr Ayn, intelligit omnes illas 


virtutes ac bona opera, quæ a corde per Spiritum Sanctum renova- 
to flaunt. Bull. Harmon. Apoſt. diſſert. ii. c. xii. P- 485. edit. 
Lond. 1721, 


:* Baptiſme enim eſſe in quo homo vetus moritur & novus 
naſcitur, manifeſtat & probat beatus apoſtolus, dicens ; Servavit 
nos per lavacrum regenerationis, Si autem in lavacro, id eſt, in 
baptiſmo, eſt regeneratio, quomodo generare filios Deo hæreſis 
per Chriſtum poteſt, &c. Cyprian. Ep. Ixxiv. p. 140. edit. 
Benedict. item Epiſt. i. p. 2. Conf. Origen. in Matt. p. 391. 
ed. Huet.—Tbeophil. ad Autol. I. ii. c. xxv. p. 153.— 


have 
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Kaye attempted it, is well known to the more 
Judicious, who have abundantly vindicated” the 
ancient conſtructionꝰ. The latter part of the text 
is nearly parallel to thoſe words of our” Lord: 
Except a man be born of water and of the 2 he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of lieuvenf. 

the general doQrine both of our Lord and — 
Paul in thoſe texts is, that water applied out- 
wardly to the body, together with the gruce of 
the Spirit applied inwardly to the ſoul, regenerates 
the man: or, in other words, the Holy Spirit, 
in and by the uſe of water-baptiſm,” cauſes the 
new Birth. But it is obſervable, that while our 
Lord's words make mention only of the new birth, 
that is, of regeneration,” the apoſtle here in the 
text diſinetiy ſpeaks ROUT of a 1% Ne and YG. 


1 * Whitby on the 1 Cur. Crit. 10 loc. 


+ John iii. 5. That this text alſo was anciently underſtood 

of Lemons. and ought to be ſo, has been nr 
proved by the beſt-· learned moderns, viz. Hooker, b. v. n. lix. 
p · 225.—Maldonate i in loc. —Lightfoot, tom. 1, p. 571, &c.— 
Wall, Inf. Bapt. part 1. p. 6, 22. part ii. 165. Defence, p. It, 
24, 153, 237, -Wolfii Cur. Crit. in loc. vol. i. p. 811, Kc. 
Beveridge's Sermons, vol. iii. ſerm. xi. p. 327, &c. 


1 Agua igitur exhibens forinſecus /acramentum gratiz, & Shi- 
ritus operans intrinſecus beneficium gratiz, ſolvens vinculum 
culpz, reconcilians bonum naturz, regenerant hominem in uno 
Chriſto, ex uno Adamo generatum. Auguſtin, Epiſt. ad Bonifac. 
xcviii, p. 264. edit, Bened,—Conf. Origen. i in Johann. p. 124. 
125 5. ed. Huet. 


renovation, 


| 6. 4+) 
renovation, as two things, and both of them 
wrought ordinarily. i in one and the ſame baptiſm, 
_ called. the laver of regeneration, and of renew- 
Indeed, the words of the original may be 
— by. the laver of regeneration, and by the 
renewing; and ſo ſome have tranſlated, or. inter- 
preted them*. But the common rendring appears 
to be: preferable, as beſt warranted by the reading, 
and by the ancient. ver/ions, and by the geyeral 
doctrine of the New Teſtament in relation to 
bantiſin, as ordiparily carrying with it, in adults 
at leaſt ſitly prepared, both a regeperation. and a 
renovation, Which, though diſtinct in name and 
notion, (as appears from this text, and from 
ſeyeral other. texts of the New Teſtament, to be 
hereafter, mentioned,) are yet nearly allied in end 
and uſe, are of one and the ſame original, often 
go together, and are perfective of each other, 
In diſcourſing farther, my deſign is, | 
I. To explain the name and notion of regenera- 
tion, ſhewing what it is, and what it contains; as 
alſo what concern it has with Chriſtian baptiſm, 
called the /aper, or fountain of it. 
II. To conſider what the renewing mentioned 
in the text means, and how it differs from, or 


* Per lavacrum regenerationis, & .renovationem Spiritus 
Sancti. So Jerom, in his Comment on the place, tom. iv. 
p. 435. edit. Bened. As if dia were underſtaod before 
evexzivwctus, And ſo ſome of the critics in Pole's Synopſis, 

| agrees 
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agrees with | regeneration; and what connexion 
both have either with bapti * here, or with al- 
vation hereafter. 
III. To draw ſome proper Ny wn wal — the 
whole, for preventing miſtakes in theſe, high mat- 
ters, and for our better. improvement in Chriſtian 
knowledge and practice. | 

I. I propoſe: to treat of regeneration;: ning 
what it means, and what it contains, and what 
relation it bears to Chriſiian haptiſm, called the 
laver, or fountain of it. (Regeneration; | paſſively 
gonſidered, is but another word for the nem birth 
of a Chriſtian: and that new birth, in the general, 
means a ſpiritual change wrought. upon any per- 
fon by the Holy Spirit, in the uſe of baptif.; 
whereby he is tranſlated from his natural ſtate in 
Adam, to a ſpiritual ſtate in Chriſt. The name, 
or the notion, - probably, was not altogether new 
in our Lord's time: for the Jews had been uſed to 
admit converts from Heatheniſm into the Jewiſh 
church, by a baptiſin of their own; and they called 
the admiſſion or reception of ſuch converts by the 
name of regeneration, or new birth; as it was ſome- 
what like the bringing them into a new world. 
Such proſelytes were conſidered as dead to their 
former ſtate of darkneſs, and born anew to light, 
liberty, and privileges, among the children of 
{/rael, and within the church of God. The figure 


was eaſy, natural, and affecting; and therefore 
our 


60 
aur Lord was pleaſed, in his conference with 
Nicodemus, to adopt the ſame kind of language, 
applying it to the caſe of admitting converts both 
from Judaiſm and Paganiſm into Chriſtianity ; 


transferring and ſanctifying the rite, the figure, 


2nd the name to higher and holier; but ſtill mi- 
kar purpoſes. Such is the account given of this 


matter by many learned and judicious writers“. 

It appears extremely probable from the authori- 
ties eommonly cited for it; and it is particularly 
favoured by thoſe words of our Lord to Nicodemus, 

expreſſing ſome kind of marvel at his ſlowneſs af 
apprehenſion: Art tou a maſter of Iſtuel, and 
 kndweſt not theſe things} Some doubts have been 


raiſed'on this head, and ſome very learned perſons 


Have expreſſed their diffidence about it: but all 


things conſidered, there does not appear to be 
ſufficient reaſon to yrw eee of _ 80 


Gil Hers ale ae ng f much 


th * Seldeb. de 7 Nat. & Gent. I. I. N. c. . 24 —Elderfiett of 
Repenetation, Hebrew and Chriſtian.— Wall, Inf. Bapt. introd. 


Pp. 95, Kc. Defence, p. 22, 26, 35, 211, 318.—Wotton, 
Miſcellan. Diſc, vol. i, p. 103, &c. pF urnge Obſerv. Sacr. 
I. ii. c. vi. p. 322.—Otbers referred to in Fabricius, Bibl. Antig. 
p., 386. —Archbiſhop Sharpe, vol. Ni. ſerm. xiii. p. 280.— 


Deylingii Obſerv. Sacr. part. ili. differt. xxxiv. p. 323, 324. 
A —Weſfelii Diſſert. xv. de Bapt. 2 N p- 444, &c. 


+ John i iti. 10. 


t The very learned Wolſius ſeveral times ſpeaks doubtfully 
ef it, Cur, Critic, vol. i. p. 53, 815. vol. U. p. 445. But it will 
ü be 


62 
much for the name and notion — and 
the original of it, together with the occafion of our 
Lord's applying it to this cafe. Indeed, he in- 
proved the notion, by the addition of the Spirit: 
and he enlarged the uſe of the rite, by ordering 
that every one, every convert to Chriſtianity, every 
candidate for heaven, ſhould be baptized“ . Avery 
one muſt be born of water and the Spirit: not once 
born of water, and once of the Spirit, ſo as to make 
to new birthsf, or to be regenerated again and 
again; but to be once new-born of both, once 
born of the Spirit, in or by water; while the 
Spirit primarily or effectively, and the water 
ſecondarily or inſtrumentally, concur to one and 


be proper to compare Weſſeſius, who has appeared ſince, and 

who has profeſſedly treated this argument, and done it in a 

very accurate way, recapitulating all that had been urged on 

both ſides the queſtion, and at length deciding in favour of 

what I have mentioned, The title of the book is, Johannis 

Weſſelii Diſſertationes Academicz ad Selecta doædam Loca 
V. & N. Teſtamenti. Lugd. Bat. 1734. 


* What alterations were intended to be made by our Lord, 
« he himſelf declared: he told Nicodemus, that except a man 
1 (Tis, i. e. every one, without diſtinction of /exes,) be bers 
« again, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God, He there ſhews, 
te that baptiſm was inſtituted for all mankind, in oppoſition to 
*« their doctrine, who taught that children of preſelytet, born 
« after preſelytiſin, needed nor to be baptized.” your MiſcelL. 
Diſc. vol. i. p. 111. 


+ Vid. Marckii Diſſertat. Syllog. ad N. Teſt, diſſert. xxi. 
p. 355, 356. 


(8) 
the ſame birth, ordinarily the reſult of both! 
in virtue of the divine appointment. 
Hence it was that the ancient doctors of the 
church, in explaining this article, were wont to 
conſider the Spirit and the water under the lively 
emblem of a comugal union, as the two parents ; 
and the new- born Chriſtian as the ring of 
bothf. The Holy Spirit was underſtood to im- 
pregnate, as it were, the waters of the font, (like 
as he once overſhadowed the Bleſſed Virgin, ) in 
order to make them conceive and bring forth that 
3205 ming formed after Chriſt; namely, the new 
*man. Whatever aptneſs or juſtneſs there may or 


may not be in the int, (for figures of ſpeech 
ought not to be ſtrained to a rigorous exactneſs,) 


Neque enim Spiritus fine aqua operari poteſt, neque aqua 
fine Spiritu. Concil. Carthag. apud Cyprian. p. 330. edit. 
Bened. Conf. p. 148, 149, 260.—Cyrill. Catech. iii. p. 41. 

Nos piſciculi, ſecundum Ix du noſtrum, Jeſum Chriſtum, in 
agua nafeimur, nec aliter quam in aqua permanendo ſalvi ſumus. 
Tertullian. de Bapt. c. i; p. 224. Conf. Ger. Voſſ. Op. tom. 
vi. p. 269, 

1 See my Chriſtian Sacrifice Expl. append. p. 12, 13. and 
Sacramental Part of the Euchariſt Expl. p. 6. And to the autho- 
rities there referred to may be added Theodorus Mopſueſtenus, 
Apollinarius, and Ammonius, cited in Wen Greek Ca- 
tena on John iii. 5. p. 89. 

Some conſidered the charch and the Spirit as the two parents, 
as St. Auſtin often does, and Leo the firſt, and others: but ſtill 
the notion was much the ſame, becauſe the church was ſuppoſed 
to be a parent only in and by the uſe of war- baptiſn. 

4 yet 
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yet one thing is certain, that the ancients took in 
baptiſm to their notion of regeneration. A learned 
writer has well proved at large, beyond all reaſon- 
able contradiction, that both the Greek and Latin 
fathers not only uſed that word for baptiſin, but 
ſo appropriated it alſo to baptiſm, as to exclude 
any other converſion, or repentance, not confi- 
dered with 6apti/m, from being ſignified by that 
name“; ſo that, according to the ancients, rege- 
neration, or new birth, was either baptiſm itſelf, 
(including both /gn and hing,) or a change of 
man's ſpiritual ſtate conſidered as wrought by the 
Spirit in or through baptiſm. This new birth, 
this regeneration, could be but once in a Chriſtian's 
whole life, as baptifm” could be but once and as 
there could be no /econd baptiſm, ſo there could 
be no /econd new birth. Regeneration, with re- 
ſpect to the regenerating agent, means the ſirſt 
admiffion; and with reſpect to the recipient, it 
means the jfirftentrance into the ſpiritual or Chriſ- 
tian life: and there cannot be two firſt entrimces, 
or two admiſſions, any more than two ſpiritual 
lives, or two baptiſins. The analogy, which this 


* Wall, Inf, Bapt. part i. p. 22, 25, 28, 29, 30. Defence, 
P. 12, 34, 41, 277, 318, 323, 327, 329, 333, 343- Append. 
P+- 4, 6.— Comp. Archbiſhop Sharpe, vol. iii. ſerm. xiii. p. 280, 
&c.—Suicer, Theſaur. tom. i. p. 243, 396, 639, 1352. tom. ii. 
P-'278, 549, 554.-—Cangii Gloſſar. Græc. p. * 
* xi. 1, 3. p. 462. 

new 


2 (40 ) 
new. /prmitual life bears 3 demonſtrates. 
the ſame thing“. There are, in all, Ares ſeveral 
tives belonging to every good Chriſtian, and " 
births of courſe, thereto correſponding}. | 
he is born into the natural life, born ay ar | 
ance he is born into the ſpiritual life, born of water 
and the Spirit; and once alſo into a life of glory, 
born of the re/urredion at the laſt day. I mention 
that ird birth into a life above, becauſe that 
birth alſo ſeems to- have the name of regeneration, 
in the New Teſtament. But my preſent concern 
is only with the regeneration proper to this life, 
which comes but once, * admits not of a nd 


* Cum ergo ſint duæ nativitates——una «ſt de terra, alis 
de ccelo; una eſt de carne, alia de Spiritu ; una eſt, de mortalita- 
te, alia de æternitate; una eſt de maſcalo & fzmina, alia de 
Deo & eccleſia. Sed ipſæ duzfngule ſunt; nec hæc poteſt 
reperi, nec illa. Jam natus ſum de Adam, non me poteſt 
iterum generare Adam: jam natus ſum de Chriſto, non me po- 
peti, fic nec baptiſmus. Auguſtin. in Johann, Tract. xi. p. 378. 
tom. iii. par. ii, ed. Bened.——Conf. Proſper. Sentent. cccxxxi. 
p. 246. apud Auguſtin, tom. x. in append. FINES Summ. 00 
Ui. J. Ixvi. art. ix. p. 150. 

1 Vid. Greg. Nazianz. Orat. xl. p. 637.— rigen. in Matt. 
Orat. ix. f. 23. Lat. ed. p. 391. ed. Huet,—Avuguſtin. contra 
Julian, I. ii. p. 540, 541. | 

x Matt. xix. 28. See commentators, and Biſhop Pearſon on 
the Creed, art. i. p. 28. and particularly Oi in Matt. 
„ 


during 
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being this mortal ftate®./ This "egene! In 
the aftive ſenſe, is what St. Peter ſpeaks of, 
where he ſays; God hath begotten us again umi @ 
Avely hope f. And afterwards, in the ſame chap- 
ter, but in the naive ſenſe ; Being born'agam, not 
of corruptible ſeed, but incorruptible, by the word of 
God that is, by the words uſed in the form of 
baptiſm; or elſe by the word preached, conducting 
men to uiii and baptiſm. Theſe texts relating to 
the nem birth ſpeak of it as a tranfient thing, onte 
performed, and retaining its virtue during the 
whole ſpiritual life. But when the phraſe of Born 
of” God is found to denote a permanent /tate\, it 
is to be underſtood of a perſon who has been born 
of God, and abides' entirely in that /oriſkip, that 
ſpiritual and ſalutary ſtate which he was once born 
into: ſo the phraſe, born of a woman, is often uſed 
avoquivalent to ſon of a woman, by a figure of 


Omar een eee r. à. 
Nazianz. Orat. xl. P- 641,——Conf. Nicet. Serron. Comment. 
P. 23 
Semel debate parvülab grariaw nod amittit, nifi pro- 
pria impietate, fi ztatis acceſſu tam malus evaſerit. Tunc 
enim etiam propria incipiet habere peccata ; quz non regenera- 
rione auferantur, ſed alia curatione ſanentur. Auguſtin. ad 
Bonifac. Ep. xcviii, p. 264. tom. ii. ed. Bened. Conf. 
Damaſcen. ad Hebr. tom. ii. p. 237. ed. 1 | 
1 et. i. 3. 
t x Pet. i. 23. | 
* . 9. ir. 7. v. 1 4 1% 
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ſpeechꝰ, and is eaſily underſtood. — 
on the part of the grantor, God Almighty, means 
admiſſion. or adoption into ſonſhip, or ſpiritual 
citizenſhip. and on the part of the grantee, viz. 
man, it means. his birth, or entrance into that 
date of ſonſhip. or citizenſhip. It is God. that 
adopts: or regenerates,. like as it is God that , 
kiten. Man does not adopt, regenerate, or puftify 
hunſelf, Whatever hand he may ; otherwiſe have 
(but. till under grace) in, preparing or qualifying 
bimſelf far it. God makes, the grant, and it is 
entirely his, d, mag receives only, and is ated 
upon; though, ſometimes, active in qualifying 
himſelf, as in the caſe. of adults, and ſometimes 
entirely paſſive, as in the caſe, of ifunts. The 
thing granted and received is a change from the 
ſtate natural into the ſtate ſpiritual; a tranſlation 
from the curſe of Adam into the grace of Chr;/t. 
This change, translation, or adoption carries in it 
many Chriſtian bleſſings and privileges, but all 
reducible to two, viz. remiſſion of fins, (abſolute 
or conditional,) and a covenant-claim, for the 
time being, fo, eternal happineſs. Thoſe bleſſings 
may all be forfeited, or finally lofi, if a perſon re- 


.. 
Job xiv, 1. xv. 14. xxy, 4. Matt xi. 11, Luke vii. 28. 


+ Rom, vii. 1. Gal. iv, 5. Epheſ. i. 5. John i, 12. Note, 
that our adoptive ſonſhip is oppoſed to our Lord's natura, ſon- 


ſhip, the foundation of our adoption. . 
t Vid. Bull. Harmon. Apoſt. par. ii. c. ii. p. 418. 
a volts 
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volts from God, either for a time, or for ever; and 
then ſuch. perſon is no longer in a regenerate ſtate, 
or a ſtate of  /on/hip, with reſpe& to any ſaving 
effects: but ſtill God's original grant of adoption 
or ſonſhip in baptiſm ſtands in full force, to take 
place as often as any ſuch revolter ſhall return, 
and not otherwiſe: and if he deſires to be as be- 
fore, he will not want to be regeneruted again, but 
renewed, or | reformed. Regeneration complete 
ſtands in two things, which are, as it were, its 
two integrul parts; the grunt made over to the 
perſon, and the recention of that grant. The 
grant once made continues always the ſame; but 
the reception. may vary, becauſe. Ann 
the condition of the recipient. 

II. Having faid: what I conceived ſufficient 
upon the firſt article, reſpecting regeneration, I now 
proceed to the ſecond, which is renovation; and 
which I underſtand of a renewal of heart or mind. 
Indeed, regeneration is itſelf a kind of renewal ; 
but then it is of the ſpiritual fate, conſidered at 
large ; whereas renovation, the other article in the 
text, ſeems to mean a more particular kind of re- 
newal, namely, of the inward frame or diſpofition 
of the man; which is rather a capacity, or qualifi- 
cation (in adults) for ſalutary regeneration, than 
the regeneration itſelf. Regeneration may be 


A many as received bim, to them gave W to become 
the fns of Ge. John i, 12. Rom. viii, 14, 15. 
B 2 granted 
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granted and received (as in mfants) where 4 
renovation has no place at all, for the time being: 
and therefore, moſt certainly, the notions are very 
diſtin. But of this I may ſay more hereafter in 
a proper place. It may here be farther noted, 
that renovation may be, and ſhould be, with re- 
ſpe&t to adults; before, and in, and after baptiſm. 
Preventing grace muſt go before, to work in the 
man, faith and repentance ; which are qualifications 
previous to baptiſm, and neceſſary, to render it 
falutary. Thoſe firſt addreſſes, or influential viſits 
of the Holy Spirit, turning and preparing the 
heart:of man, 'are the preparative renewings, the 
| firſtand loweſt degrees of renovation®*. Afterwards, 
in baptiſm, the ſame Spirit fixes, as it were, his 
dwelling, or reſidential abode, renewing the heart 
in greater meaſure f: and if his motions are ſtill 
; more 


* Spiramen ell modice virtutis aliqua gratia, in andicnda lage 
Dei multorum primum: Spiritus autem perfectionis eſt plenitude: 
Spiramen ĩtaque datur ab infantia & catechumenis : Spiritus au- 
tem in incremento defrixe fideigue, & ſalutaris baptiſmi plena 
Dei gratia, ut intelligere, & ad majorem jam poſſit ſcientiam 
pervenire, Philaſtr. contra Hzr. n. cxlvii. p. 329. ed. Fabric. 

+ Spirits ubi alt pirat; {ed quod fatendum eſt, aliter adju- 
vat zondum inhabitans, aliter inhabitans : nam nondum inhabi- 
tans adjuvat uf. fint fidelesr, inhabitans adjuvat jan A A* 
guſtin. ad Xyſt. Ep. cxciv. p. 720. 

In quibuſdam tanta eſt gratia fidei quanta non ſufficit ad ob- 
es een ccelorum ; ficut in catechumenis, ſicut in ipfo 


Cornelis 
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more and more complied with after baptiſmal re · 
generation, the renewing grows and improves 


through the whole courſe of the ſpiritual life“. 
Therefore, though we find no ſcripture-exhorta- 
tions made to Chriftiens (for Nicodemus was a 
Jew) to become regenerated, yet we meet with ſe. 
yeral exhoxtations to them to be again and again 
renewed. For example ; Be ye transformed by the 


. "renewing of your mindf. Be renewed in the ſpirit 


of your mind}. The inward man is ſaid to be re- 
newed day by dayy. And when Chriſtians have 


Cornelio antequam facramentorum participatione incorporaretur 
ecclefiz: in quibuſdam vero tanta eſt, ut jam corpor; Chriſti, 
& ſanto Dei templo deputentur. Auguſtin, de Diverſ. Qu. ad 
Simplicium, I. i. p. 89. tom. vi. ed. Benet. 

_ * Hac Spiritus donatio, qu juftificationem ſequitur, a gratis 
ejuſdem Spiritus hominis converſionem prevenients & operant 
bifariam imprimis differt. Primo, quod animz jam a vitiis pur- 
gatæ Spiritus divinus arctius atque intimims quam antea uniturs 
in ipſam altius penetrat, pleniuſque ejus facultates omnes per- 
vadit. Unde in Scripturis dicitur Spiritus divinus ante conver- 
ſionem hominis quaſi ad cordis oftium pulſars, poſt converſionem 
vero interiorg domus intraro. Apoc. iii. 20. Deinde, quod 
ſanctiſimus ille Spiritus in anima, quam antea veluti inviferar 
tantum, & gratia ſua præveniente in domicilium ſibi prepara- 
werat, jam habitat & quaſi ſedem ſuam figit; nunquam inde diſ- 
ceſſurus, aif per peccatum aliquod gravips foras extrudatur, 

Bull. Apolog. contra Tullium, p. 15. alias p. 643. 
+ Rom. xii. 2. 
t Epheſ. iv. 23. or, by the fairit of your mind. boo 
Bull's Poſth. p. 1135, 1136. 
5 2 Cor, iv. 16. 
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once. fallen off, the reforing them again is not 
called regenerating them, but renewing them again 
unto repentance*. Of this renovation of the heart, 
we may beſt underſtand the phraſe of putting on 
the new man}, amounting to mueh the ſame with 
having on the breaft-plate of righteouſneſs; ; and 
putting on ide armour of hghty ; and putting on 
bowels of mercies, with other Chriſtian virtues or 
graces||. Of the ſame import is the phraſe of 
putting on Chriſt; plainly in one of the places“, 
and probably in the other alſoff: though ſome 
interpret the former of renovation, and the latter 
of regeneration}. Laſtly, the phraſe of new crea- 
ture$Y may properly be referred to renovation alſo, 
and is ſo interpreted by the ancients|||| generally: 
or if it be referred to regeneration, as ordinarily 
including and comprehending renovation under 
it, that larger conſtruction of it will not 0 
be amiſo | 


A Hebr, vi. 6. | 
+ Epheſ. iv. 24. Coloſſ. iii. 10. 
2 Epheſ. vi. 14. 1 Theſſ. v. 8. 
$ Rom. xiii. 12. 
I Calo iii. 12. 
** Rom. xiii. 14. See Whitby and welke. i le. 
++ Gal. iii. 27. Vid. Wolf. in loc. 
tt Deylingii Obſerv. Sacr. tom. iii. diſſert. xlii. p. 406. 
$5 2 Cor. v. 17. Gal. vi. 15. See Peay and Wolfius; and 
Biſhop Beveridge, vol. ii. ſerm. vii. 
1 See the paſſages colleQed i in Suicer, tom. ii. p. 178, 179. 
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The dh finckiön, which T have hitherto inſiſted 
apo between regeneration and renovation, his 
been carefully kept up by the Lutheran divines 
efpecially®, as of great uſe: and it is what our 
church appears to have gone upon, in her Offices 
of Baptiſm, as likewiſe in the Catechiſm. She 
clearly expreſſes it in one of her Collects, wherein 
we beg of God, * that we, being regenerate and 
e made his children by adoption and grace, may 
*daily be renewed by his Holy Spirit f, &c. Such 
is the publie voice of our church. What the private 
ſentiments of ſome divines have been, or how far 
they have overlooked, or not attended to this ſo 
neceſſary diſtinction, is not material to enquire :. 
but that it never has been loſt amongſt us, may 
appear from the words of a very judicious diyine 
of this preſent age}. The difference between 
theſe two may be competently underſtood from 
what has been already faid ; but to make it till 
clearer, it may be drawn out more minutely, in 


„Vid. Gerhard. Loc. Comm. tom. iv. p- 4955 503, &C, 
Conf. tom. iii. 713, &c. „ 
+ Collect for Chriſtmas-day. 
1“ There is a mighty difference between regeneration and 
e renovation. We can be born but once, becauſe we can live 
*« but once; and therefore baptiſm, which gives life, cannot be 
« repeated; but we can recover oftex, and grow and be nouriſhed 
' © often, becauſe we can fink and droop often.” DeanStanhope, 
ſerm. vii. p. 249,-Compare Archbiſhop _— vol. iii. 


1 xiii. p. 279. 
B 4 diſtin, 


A298) 

- fiſtin& articles, as follows. 1. Regeneration and 
© renovation differ in reſpect to the effective cauſe, or 
agency: for one is the work of the Spirit in the 
_ uſe of water; that is, of the Spirit ng, ſince. 
water really does nothing, is no agent at all; but 
the other is the work of the Spirit and the man 
together. Man renews himſelf, at the ſame time 
that the Spirit renews him: and the renovation 
wrought is the reſult of their joint agency; man 
. concurring and operating in a ſubordmate way. 

It is God that worketh in us both to will and to do® : 
but ill it is ſuppoſed : and ſaid, that we both will 
f and db. It is God that renews, cleanſes, and pu- 
'rifies the heartf; and man alſo renews, cleanſes, 
and purifies his own heart}; that i is, he bears his 
part in it, be it more or leſs. No man regenerates 
- himſelf at all; that is, he has no part in the re- 
generating act, (which is intirely God's,) whatever 
he may have in the receptipe: and if in this ſenſe 
| only it be faid, that man is purely paſſive in it, 
it is true and ſound doctrine. Nevertheleſs, he 
may and muſt be active in preparing and quali- 
fying himſelf for it, and in receiving it, ſuppoſing 


* Phil. ii. 13. 

4 Pal. xix. 13. li. 2, 10. Jer. xxiv. 7. Ezek. xi. 19. xxxvi. 
26. Acts xv. 9. Tit. iii. 5. 1 John i. 9. 

t Plalm cxix. g. Ixxiii. 13. Iſa. i. 16. Ezek. xviii. 31. 2 Cor. 


Yii. 1. James iv. 8. 1 Pet. i. 22. 1 John iii. 3. Conf. Cyrill. 
Hieroſol. Catech, i. p. 16, 17. ed. Bened. 
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. He is not his own regenerator, 
or parent, at all, in his new birth: for that would 
be a ſoleciſin in ſpeech, and a contradiction in 
notion. He is, however, his own renewer, though 
in part only, and in ſubordination to the principal 
agent. 2. Another difference between regeneration 
and renovation (before hinted) is, that regeneration 
ordinarily is in or through baptiſm only, a tran- 
ſient thing, which comes but once“: whereas re- 
nopation is before, and in, and after baptiſm, and 
may be often repeated ; continuing and increaſing 


from the firſt preparations to Chriſtianity, through 


the whole progreſs of the Chriſtian life. So it is 
in adults but in infants, regeneration commences 
before renovation; which again ſhews how diſtinct 


difference is, that regeneration once given can ne- 


yer be totally loſt, any more than baptiſm ; and ſo 
The late learned regius-profeſſor of divinity, at Cambridge, £ 


Dr. Beaumont, in his MS Commentary on Rom. xii. a. writes 


thus: Sed ſcrupulum hic injicies. Nonne enim apoſtolus com- 
monefacit fratres ſuos, adeoque Chriſtianos, per baptiſmum rege- . 


nitos, adeoque & avaxaimwsi iſtam adeptos? Quid opus igitur 
actum agere? Nil ſane. Nec monet eos baptiſma iterare, Semel 
naſcimur, renaſcimur ſemel. Unus Dominus, una fides, unum bap- 
tiſna. Epheſ. iv. 5. Quoniam vero ipfi renati ex baptiſmali 
puritate non raro relabuntur ad weteris hominis inquinamenta, 
ex uſu eorum eſt aſſidua per pœnitentiam renovatio. Hinc 


Chryſoſtomus, &c. Then he quotes Chry ſoſtom's words on 


Row. xii. 2. Hom. xx. p. 659. tom. ix. ed. Bened. And after- 
wards adds; Similia videas apud Photium & Theopbhylactum. 
Can 


and different they are. 3. A third obſervable 5 
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eam never want to be repeated in the whole thing ; 
whereas renovation may be often repeated, or may 
be totally loſt. Once regenerate and always regene- 
rate, in ſome part, is a true maxim in Chriſtianity, 
only not in ſuch a ſenſe as ſome moderns have 
taught“. But a perſon once regenerated in bap- 
tiſm can never want to-be regenerated again in this 
life, any more than he can want to be rebaptized. 
So much for the difference between regeneration 
and renovationF: let us next conſider how far they 

* Thoſe I mean who have taught that the regenerate can 
never nal fall from grace. Yeo our 46th Article on this 
head. 

+ Voſlius diſtinguiſhes regeneration from rthowation by what 
they reſpeCtively contain, thus: Quemadmodum vero ad rege- 
nerationem, preſſius ſumptam, pertinet remiſſio peccatorum ; ita 
ad rexovationem refertur mortificatio veteris, & wivificatio novi 
hominis ; quz idcirco hapti/mo tribuuntur. De Bapt. diſp. ix. 
theſ. vi. Op. tom. vi. p. 270. 

"Gerhard diſtinguiſhes nearly the fame way in his Common 


Places. Regenerationis vocabulum quandoque general eſt, ipſam 
quoque renowationem in ambĩtu ſuo complectens: interim tamen, 
proprie & accurate loquendo, regeneratio a renowatione diſtincta 
eſt. Tom. iv. p. 495. Renovatio, licet a regeneratione proprie & 
ſpecialiter accepra diſtinguatur, individuo tamen & perpetuo 
nexu cum ea eſt conjuncta. Per baptiſmum homo non ſolum 
renaſcitur, (id eſt, peccatorum remiſionem conſequitur, juſtitiam 
Cbriſti induit, filius Dei & heres vitæ æternæ efficitur,) ſed 
etiam renovatur hoc eſt, datur ipſi Spiritus Sanctus, qui intel- 
kAum, woluntatem, & omnes animi vires renovare incipit, ut 
amiſſa Dei imago in ipſo incipiat inflaurari, &c. P. 504. Rege- 
4 , merationis 
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agree, or 6 As one is a re- 
newal of the ſpiritual fate, and the other a rene wal 
of the heart and mind, it muſt follow, that ſo far 
as a renewal of mind is neceſſary to a renewal of 
fate, ſo far it is a neceſſary ingredient of the new 
birth, or an integral part of it. A grant is ſaf- 
pended, fruſtrate, as to any beneficial effect, while 
not properly received : and while there 1s an in- 
ſuperable bar to the ſalutary reception of it, it 
cannot be ſavingly received or applied. There- 
fore, in the caſe of adults, regeneration and reno- 
vation muſt go together: otherwiſe the regenera- 
tion is not a ſalutury, nor a complete regeneration, 
wanting one neceſſary ingredient of = namely, 


a capacity, or qualification. 
But this may ſtill be more clearly underſtood, 


by applying thoſe general principles to four ſpe- 
cial caſes; which I ſhall next endeavour to do, 
and then ſhall take leave of this head. The four 
caſes are, 1. The caſe of grown-perſons coming 
to baptiſm in their integrity, and ſo continuing 
afterwards. 92. The caſe of infants brought in 
their innocency, and . leading the reſt of their 
lives according to that beginning.” 3. The 
caſe of ſuch grown perſons or infants ſo baptized, 


nerationis vox quandoque ſumitur YEvixws, ut & remifſionem pec- 
catorum, & renovationem ſimul complectatur; quandoque vero 
adiuc accipitur, ut remiſfonem peccatorum ac gratuitam ju/ifi- 
catianem tantummodo defignet, Tom. iii. p. 714. | 

2 but 


. | 
but falling off afterwards. 4. The caſe of grown 


perſons coming to baptiſm in hypocriſy or impe- ; 
nitency; but repenting afterwards and turning to 
God. The conſidering how the affair of regene- p 
ration or renovation may reſpectively ſtand in each i 
of theſe caſes, may perhaps ſerve to clear up the 4 
whole matter to greater ſatisfaction, i 
1. I begin with the caſe of grown perſons, called 4 
adults, coming to baptiſm fitly prepared by faith * 
and repentance, and afterwards perſevering to 4 
the end. This was a common caſe in the earlieſt 
days of Chriſtianity, when the whole world wanted * 


to be converted. Grown perſons were then the 4 
moſt, and the moſt conſiderable candidates for to 
baptiſm. When the diſcipline of the church came 

to be ſettled into ſomething of a regular and of 
ſtanding form, thoſe candidates for baptiſm were 1 5 
trained up before- hand, by proper inſtructions, 4 
un and were therefore called Catechumens*. Afﬀter- de! 
un | wards they were to be admitted to baptiſm, when 1 
3 fitly prepared, in order to be effectually born of id e 
water and the Spirit, and ſo made living mem- 


Ml! « bers of Chriſt, children of God, and heirs of the I s 
4 , G . mini 
8 kingdom of heaven.” - Faith and repentance A 

*. alone, though both of them were antecedently 717 7 


| 1 Fifts of the Spirit, were not ſuppoſed ordinarily 
| to make them regenerate, or to entitle them to 
Salvation, without baptiſm, by the ſcripture-ac- 


® Bingham, x, 1, 4. 


: . W . 2 
e 
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counts, 
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cannot diſpenſe, whatever God himſelf may pleaſe 
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1 Pet. iii. 21. 
+ Bingham, x. 19—21. p. 42, &c. alias p. 431.— Auguſtin. 
ä de Bapt. I. iv. e. xxii.— Hooker, b. v. n. lx. 5 
| t Mi quis naſcitar ex aqua E Spiritu, non ibit in regnum Dei: 
7 id eſt, non erit and. Ita omnis anima eo uſque in Adam cen- 
ſetur, donec in Chrjffo recenſeatur; tamdiu immunda quamdiu 
recenſeatur : peccatrix autem quia immunda, recipiens igno- 
miniam ex carxis ſocietate. Tertull. de Anima, c. xl. p. 294- 
Apxn jor Crong To Panlopa, xa gern 1prpur ue; 1 
Tyg T&MYyiioias ih, . Baſil, de Spirit. Sanct. c. x. p. 22. 
tom. iii, ed. Bened,——Conf. c. xii. p. 23, 24-—Item Bull. 
Apolog. p. 650. alias 23. Damaſcen. de Re, Fid. I. iv. e. ix 
p. 261.—Voſſ. de Bapt. Op. tom. vi. p. 269. 
F Inſtitutio ſacramentorum, quantum ad Deum autorem, 4% 


penſationis eſt; quantum vero ad hominem obedientem, neceſſi- 
eatis ; 


ebuntss. There might be ſome ſpecial caſes, or 
uncommon circumſtances, where martyrdom ſup- 
plied the place of water-bapti/m, or where extremi- 
ties were ſuppoſed to ſuperſede it; in which caſes, 
inward regeneration might be perfected without 
the outward /ign and_/acrament of it: but accord- 
ing to the ordinary rule, faith and repentance 
were to be perfected by baptiſm, both for the 
making regeneration, and the giving a title to /al- 
vation}. For, without baptiſm, a perſon is not 
regenerate ; at leaſt, not in'the eye of the church, 
which muſt judge by the ordinary rule, and which' 


to do, in ſuch marr Till VOY ng ſucceeds, 
the 
* Mark xvi. 16. hr i.. 5. Hoke v. 26. ror: xii. 13. 


1 
1 
* * 
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the ſolemn and ſaving /tpulation® between God 
and-the-party does.not paſs in due form ; nor the 
awful conſecration of the man to Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſtf. He is not yet buried with Chriſt 
into death; nor planted in the hkeneſs of his reſur- 
reſtiont; nor indeed cloathed with Chrift, the bap- 
tiſmal garment d. Therefore, in ſtrictneſs, he is 
not a member of Chriſt, nor ** a child of God, 
nor a. citizen of Chriſt's kingdom; but an alien 
fill, having no covenant-clam. to the goſpel-privi- 
Teges||. But: when a penitent becomes baptized, 
then commences. his new birth, his death unto 
n, in the plenary remiſſion of it, (by the 
application of the merits of Chriſt's death,) and 
tatis : quoniam in poteſtate Dei eſt præter ifa hominem ſalvare; 


ſed ĩn poteſtate hominis non eſt fre jSis ad ſalutem pervenire. 
Hugo de Sacrament. I. i. c. v. in Hooker, p. . 


* See 1 Pet. iii. 22. 

+ Matt. xxviii. 19. 

5 Gal: iii. 27. | 

[1 * As we are not naturally nen without birth, ſo neither are 
« we Chriſtian men, in the eye of the church of God, but by 
** new birth 3 nor, according to the manifeſt ordinary courſe of 
divine diſpenſation, mewv-born; but by that baprifer which both 
% declareth and maketh us Chriſtians, In which reſpect we 
«« juſtly hold it to be the door of our actral entrance into God's 


1 houſe, the firſt apparent beginning of life; a ſeal perhaps to 
« the grace of election before received, but to our ſax&rfitation 
*© here, a ſtep that hath not any 1 it.“ Hookers b. v. 


n. lx. p. 276. 
his 
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W life _—_ _ through Jeſus Chriſt ones 
raiſed. ſrom the grave, and from thenceforth ever 
loving unto Cod“. And now that renouation, 
which in ſome degree was previous to regenera- 
ion, becomes, in greater degrees, a frut and 
complement, of it; and it grows more and more, by 
the indwelling of that ſame Spirit, whoſe remote 
addreſſes and diſtant overtures firſt brought the 
man to that fuith and repentance, which prepared 
him fer ſalutary baptiſm, and for true and com- 
plete ſonſhip, or Chriſtian adoption. More need 
ö not be ſaid of the firſt of the four caſes, and there- 
; fore now Lproceed to/a.ſecond, 

2. The ſecondl is the caſe of infunts. Their in- 
eee are to them inſtead of re- 
pentance, which they do not need, and of actual 
faith, which they cannot have. They are capable 
of being ſavingly born of water and the Spirit, 
and of being adopted into ſonſiip, with what de- 
pends thereupon; becauſe, though they bring no 
virtues with them, no pofitive righteouſneſs, yet 
they bring no obftacle or impediment. They 
ftipulate, they enter into contruct, by their 
ſureties, upon a preſumptive and interpretative 
conſent ; they become conſecrated in ſolemn form 
to Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; pardon, mercy, 
and other covenant privileges are made over to 

„Rom. vi. 10, 11, Mark xvi, 16. Adds viii, 37. x. 47. 

8 them; 
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them“; and the Holy Spirit tranſlates them out 
of their ſtate of nature (to which a curſe belongs} 
to a ſtate of grace, favour, and bleſſing: This is 
their regeneration f. Wherefore in our public 
Offices, formed upon the ancient rules and pre- 
cedents, we pray, that the infants brought to be 
baptized may be . waſhed and ſanctifed with the 
Holy  Ghoſt”——may receive remiſſion. of 
« their ſins by ſpiritual regeneration” may be 
<« born again; and that the oid Adam may be 
* {ſo buried, that the new man may be raſed up. 
«in them.” We declare afterwards, that they 
< are regenerate, and grafted into the body of 
<« Chriſt's church; giving tlianks alſo to God, 
that .it hath pleaſed him to regenerate them with 
< his holy Spirit, and to receive them for his own 
« children by adoption, and to incorporate them 


* Certe nemo neget, infantes capaces eſſe beneficii ateiu 
roy dlagrus, quod diuανννü, juſt; ificationem, appellare ſolemus: 
_ eſt enim id beneficium externum & extriss quod in infantes 
ad Chrifi Ji interceſſionem, propter ejus u raren, Spirits 

Sancto pro illorum converfione & rexovatione ſpondente, (liceat 
hic humano more balbutire,) conferri poteſt. . Obſ. 
Laer. J. ii. c. vi. p. 338. | 


+ Omnes enim venit 1 per . 0 
omnes, inquam, qui per eum rexaſceuntur in Deum; infante;, 
& parvulos, & pueros, & juniores, & ſeniores. Iren. 1. ii. 
c. xxii. p. 147. edit. Bened. Conf. Voſſ. tom. vi. p. 278, 
5. 3 | 
| into 


t {ito his holy church ” It may reaſonably bo 
preſumed, that from the time of their new birth 
of water and the Spirit, (which at that very mo- 
ment is à renewal of their Nate to God- ward,) the 
rene wing ald of the heart tay come gradually 
on with their firſt dawnings of reaſon, itt ſuck. 
nieafures as they ſhall' yet be capable © of; in 
way to us imperceptible, but" known to that d- 
Uns Spitit cho regencrates them, and whoſe . 
ple from thieliceforth they are f, till they defile 
themſelyes with act and grievous ſin. In this 
cat, it is to Be nötéd, that regeneration Precelles,” 


and renovatioft can hl follow altert; though 
inge mil pattie und capable of receiving 
Meg Wy wy In 


3 b 921 | 0 25 Jo Ino Qniigw „ 

Table n. te of Infants — ry ampare Office of rate 
Baptiſm, where 1 it 1s tid, that t ginfage * 18 now, by the layer 
« of 'r{generation in bapriſmy received into the namber of the 
children of God i” and the Catechiſm, queſtion; the ſecond, ' 
wiel ebe anſwer;| and the latter part concerning the ſadrameat 
of baptiſm. Compare allo the Office of Confirmation, repeating |, 
the ſame doctrine. (RD YL 26940: ; 


+ Vid. Auguſtin, Keil chrnxyii. c. viii. p. . 646. 


* In baptizatis infantibus frecedit regenerationis 8 
tum, & ſi Chriſtianam tenuerint pietatem, ſiguctur in corde con- 
veg. cujus myſterium preceſlit i in corpore.——In infantibus 

qui baptizati moriuatir, eadem gratia Omnipotentis implere 
credenda eſt; quod non ex impia voluntate, ſed ex ztatis indi- 
gentia, nec corde credere ad juſtitiam polſunt, nec ore confitert ad 
/alutem. Avguſtin. de Bapt. l. v. c. xxly, p. a Na- | 
zianz. Orat. xxxvii. p. 60g, ah 
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monly, \magined®. Wait unt mit 16471 aunts; 4 
ede Oy, 3014416, 1988. dus 195623 
3, A third. caſe, which. promiſed. to ſpeak to, 
is that, of. thoſe who. fall. off, after they, haye once. 
baen fayingly, regenerated. If ſuch. perſons al 
away. by deſertion and diſobedience... Till, their 
baytiſmal conſecration, and their  copenant/late. 
conſequent, abide, and ſand ;.. but, without, their 
chin effect, for the time being; becauſe, without, 
en renopation, the new. birth, or ſpiritual et, 
as to lalutary; purpoſes, is, in a, manner, ſinking, 
drooping, . ceaſing, Thein regenerate late, upon. 
their revolt, is pg longer ſuch, in the fall laying. 
ſenſe, wantin : op of its entegr al parts; like as a 


raitited hou ceaſes to be a 11 ouſe, When it has 
nothing Let but watts. But yt. 25 2 houſe, while. 
there: are walls, left, does not need ita) be nabwils- 
from the *ground;-'but-reparred only, in order 
to become a Houſe again as before; 16/ a perſon 
once ſavingly regenerated, and afterwards loſi ing 
all the falutary uſe of it, will not want to be 
regenerated. again, or born UNE, but to be re- 


formed.oply. Mbich v hen done, his regenera- 
tion, before decayed, andi as to any.,/aving. effect, 
for wle time, neee. but never totally 


. vid. Vino. Oblery, Sacr... ji fic. vi. p. 329. alias 339. 
Voſſ. de Bapt. diſp. vi. Op. tom. vi. p. 278. 


loſt, 


6 
bon, becomes again whole and eue. To be fort, 


perfect ee to the ſpiritual lite, what 
perfofd health is to the nufur and the recoveries 
of the ſpirittal health; time after time, are not 2 
ves regenerstion, but # reſtoring or improb ing of 
the oli. To be Born anew would be tlie ſame thing 
as to have alÞ.done over again, that Gd Had be. 
fore dome to make à man a" Cu, and to put 
him into a cotehanteflure: but fince de, g t is 
onde a Ciriſfiun, is'atways's Chriſtian, and — 
is no ſüch thing as a hu, Baptifin, it 8 pf 
that there can be no ſüch thing here as * | 
view iir, or u fecond "regeneration, ut of as 
1 faid'enough Uchte! 16] ELIE on 

4. The" art caſe; e yer in b, be 
conſidered, is the caſe of thoſe HO receive bap® 
tim (like Simon Magus, ſuppoſe,) in "hypoerify 
or inipentiteney. Do they therein receive any 
thing of the Lord? Or if they do, what is it? 
Are mey thereby regenerated, or born again; 3 


* Regenerationis gratiam its etiäm l non mitubor qui dons 
von ſervant; ſieut licif nitorem loca #mminde'not polluumt. Gi 
ergo gaudes baptiſini perceptione; vive in nov? hominis Godt” 
tate z & tenens ſidem que per dilectlotem operatur, habe bonum 
quod nondum habes, ut 57% tibi bonum quod babes. Proſper. 
Seutent. cccxxv. apud Auguſtin. tom. x. p. 245. append. 
Spititalis enim virtus ſacramenti ita eſt ut lux, & ab find; 
nanis pura actipitir, & ſi per immiundo; tranſeat, non a ing binatür. 
Auguſtin. in Johann. Tract. v. n. xv. p. 327-1 tom. ill. part. ii. 
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born of water and of the Spirit? . Lanſwer; they 
aro either born of both, or of neither : for other- 
wiſe, born of water. and of the, Spirit; would not 
mean, one birth, but two; and ſo a perſon. might 

happen to have t20;new. births, one of water firſt, 
and. another. of the Spirit afterwards ;/ which can- 
. reaſonably. be ſuppoſed., Beſides that, the 
being born of water only, which really does no- 
thing,of Jthelt, could amount only to a glg. 
(nothing better than being born of the All,) and 

therefore could; not be true or valid bapti/i in 
Chriſtiap account., Sball we then ſay, that the, 
the Spirit? That is a point which; I apprehend,/ 
can neither be . Si nor. denied abſolutely, but 
with proper d iſiucti It was. anciently a kind 
of maxim, or ruled eaſe in the church, that all 
455 bis valid baptiſm muſt be ſo made by the 
16 aha though ſome ſeem to have dende 


4 That was a maxi 25 the Cypriznit cecially, (re 
above, g. 7:),3nd ſo it came down to Jerom, who is. very ex- 
2 on that head. Apparet baptiſma non eſſe fine. Spirits. 
Sancte. uod nobis monſtraretut, verum eſſe baptiſma 
quo Spiriens Sanus adveniat,—Eccleſiz baptiſma fine 
Spirits Sancta nullum eſt. Cum baptiſma Chriſti fine 
Spirits. Hancke nullum fit. —Spiritum Sanctum, quem nos 
aſſerimus in vero baptiſmate tribui. Hieron. .adv. Lucif, p. 
293295. tom. iv. ed. e Epiſt, Ixxxii. ad Ocea- 
nam, p. 651. tom. iv. * 


| it, 
Moc ts 


181 
Hand the ſame thing i in oller words, by 1 
mitting that all true baptiſm was Chirift's baptifin, 


and carried a ſandtity with itf. Therefore that 
part of the diſpute was only about words, both 


aer agrociog in the main Wage "The thr _ 


K Antia wer ona. of theſe... Ms ws Man Spirit 
Sanda diſciplinz fugiet ktum, nec tamen eum fugiet bapti/- 
11 Poteſt baptiſma eſſe & unde / aufert Spiritus Sanctus. 
—Iduunt autem bomines Cbriſtum, aliquando uſque ad ſacra- 
menti _perceptionem, aliguando & uſquo ad wit ſaxdificationem. 
i baptiſma eſſe fine Spirits non poteft, habent & Spiritum 
hzretici, ſed ad perniciem, non ad 5 ficut habuit Saul, 
1 Reg. xviii. 10.——ficut habent avari, qui tamen non ſunt 
umplum Dei i autem non habent avari Spiritum Dei, & 
tamen habent baptiſma, poteſt eſſe fu — De 
Bapt. I. v. 6. xiii, xxiv. p. 157. tom. ix, | 


+ Baptiſmus Chriſti, verbis a  eenſecratut, & per 
adulteros, & in adulteris ſanctus eff, quamvis illi fint impudici 
& immundi; quia ipſa ejus ſanctitas pollui non poteſt, & ſacra- 
mento ſuo di vina virus adfitit, ſive ad /alutem bene utentiurp, 
five ad peruiciem male utentium. Auguſtin. de Bapt. I. iii. c. x. 
p. 13. tam. ix. Conf. p. 115, 176, 199, 268, 296. & contra 
Epiſt. Parmeg. J. ii. c. xiii. p. 44» 4. 80. tom. ix. . 

N. J. As St. Auſtin allows that /an#ity goes along with al 
true and walid baptiſm, and as all /an#ification is of and from 
the Holy Spirit, he moſt of conſequence admit all that Jerom 
contended for; namely, that all valid baptiſm is ſo made by 
the Spirit, Only he denied ſuch valid baptiſm in ill men to be 
ſaving for the time being: and Jerom alſo denied the fame; 
both agreeing, that baptiſm might be true and valid, as ſancti- 
ßed by the Spirit, though not ſalutary to ſome perſons, in ſuch 
and ach circumſtances. 


cs full 
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= full truth of the caſe I take to lie in the particu, 

| lars here following. I. It is certain in the general, 
that the Holy Spirit, ſome. way or other, has a | 
hand in every true and valid baptiſm. God never 
fails as to his part in an awful ſacrament, however 
men may guiltily fail in theirs.. 2. The Holy 
Spirit is in ſome- ſort offered to all that receive 
Chriſtian baptiſm: for the very nature of a | ſacras 

ment requires, that the „n and the grave ſhould 
ſo far go together: and the unworthy could not be 
guilty of rejetting the grace while they received 
the ſign, if both were not offered them.” 3. As 
the Holy Spirit conſecrates and ſanctiſies the 
waters of baptiſm, giving them an outward and 
relative holineſs ; ſo he conſecrates the perſons alſo 
in an outward and relative ſenſe, whether good or 
bad, by a ſacred dedication of them to the wor- 
ſhip and ſervice of the whole Trinity. which con- 
ſcerution is for ever binding, and has its effect, 
either to the ſatoation of the parties, if they — 
and amend, or to their greater damnation, if they 
do not. 4. I muſt add, that even the unworthy 
are by their baptiſin put into a Chrz/tzan ſlate : 
otherwiſe they would be as mere Pagans ſtill, and 
would want a new bapti/m.to. make them Chriſtians. 
Therefore, as they are by baptiſm tranſlated out 
of their natural ſtate into the ſlate Chriffion, 


they muſt be ſuppoſed to have pardon and grace, 
and all goſpel-privileges, D made over 


to 


1 8 


to en though not yet aftually applied, Sr rea- 
ſon of their diſqualifications: a grant, which will 
do them no manner of fervicce, but hurt, if they 
neyer repent : but if ever they do 1 repent. and turn 
to God, then that conditional g grant, ſuſpended a as 
it were before, with reſpeRt 1 to any ſaving elfects, 
begins at length. to take lace effeCtually ; and 
ſo their baptiſm, which kad! ſtood x waiting Without 

any Jalutary fruit for + a time, now becomes bene- 
ficial and ſaving to the returning penitents. At 
the ſame time, their regeneration, begun in bap- 
tim, and left unfiniſhed, {like an indenture exe- | 
cuted on one fide only, or like a part without a 
counter-part, ) comes at lat to be complete, that 
is, actually ſalutary tary; not by a formal regeneration, 
(as if nothing had been ae before,) but by the 
repentance of Fe man, and by the. /andtzfication or 
renovation of the heart and mind through the Spirit, 


which had been hitherto wanting. 


Nihil edge piottit Swot Mago vifibilis baptiſmus, cui 
ſanQikcatio inviſibilis defult. e arent lexxiv. 
P+ $24- tom. BL 

Note, that ſapdifcation is Sas ſed i in a Arent meaning 
from what St. Auſtin uſed it in, when he ſpake of a ſanFifecation 
going along with all rrus and valid baptiſm, though not Javing. 
There he meant an onward fanftification, ſuch as I have before 
deſcribed : here he means the inward ſan#ificationof any one's 
heart and mind, neceſſary to make his baptiſm, which was 
belare valid, to become ſaving alſo. 

C 4 I have 
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I have now run through the four ſeyeral caſes. 
propoſed, obſerving how the affair of regeneration 
and renovation ſtands under each ; in order to give 
the more diſtinct idea of both, and to remove the 
main difficulties which appeared to concern either 
of them. F rom this account. may be collected 
theſe particulars : I That regeneration, as con- 
taining grants of remiſſion, Juſt ification, adoption, 
covenant-claim to life eternal, is a very different 
notion from renovation, which contains only a 
renewal of heart and mind. 9. That regeneration 
is in ſome caſes (as. particularly in the caſe, of 
baptized infants) not only different i in notion, or 
diſtin& in theory, but, really and actually. /e eparate 
from renovation, for the time being. 3. That 1 in 
other caſes, regeneration, while i it takes in renova- 
tion to render it complete, or ſalutary to the reci- 
Pient, (and i is in fact Joined with it,) yet even 
there it differs from renovation, as the whole differs 
from a part. 4. That ſuppoſe what caſe, or what 
circumſtances you pleaſe, the two words or names 
ſtand, or ought to ſtand, for different notions, 
for different combinations of ideas, and never are, 
or at leaſt never ought to be, uſed as reciprocal, 
convertible terms, Nothing now remains, but to 
draw ſome corollaries or inferences from the ge- 
neral principles before laid down, by way of ap- 
plication, for our farther improvement. | 
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III. I proceed therefore; to my third head of 
diſcourſe, according to the Id OR, out 
in the entrance aboye.,.,/. 

1. The firſt reflexion. I have ta * is, chat it 
is very improper language at leaſt, to call upon 
thoſe who have once been regenerated, in their 
infancy, who have had their new 617th already at 
the font, to he nqw regenerated ; or to bid them 
expect a nem birth. Such applications might 
properly be directed to Jews, Turks, or Pagans, 
or to ſuch mina Chriſtians as have thrown off 
water-baptiſm : for ſuch really want to be regene- 
rated, or born again, being till in their natural 
ſtate. But as to others, who are, or have been, 
ſavingly regenerated of water and the Spirit, they 
ſnould be called upon only to repent or reform, 
in order to preſerve or repair that regenerate ſtate 
which the Spirit once gave them, and which he 
gave not in vain. There is no inſtance, no ex- 
ample in Seripture (as I before hinted) of any 
exhortation made to Criſtians to become regene- 
rated, or born anew, but to be reformed only, or 
renewed in the inner man; which is a very different 
notion from the other, as I have before manifeſted 
at large. Even Simon Magus, who had been 
baptized in iniquity, was not exhorted to be re- 
generated afterwards, or born again, but torepent®. 
Our Lord himſelf, in the book of Revelations, 


# Ad: viii. 22, 
made 


_— 
made uſe of the like language towards the rerolt- 
vg churches ; not bidding them become regene- 
rate, but ordering them to repent* and the 
wicked propheteſs or ſorcereſs, Jezebel, had time 
given her, not to be regenerated again, but to re- 
pentf. The only place I know of in Scripture, 
that looks at all favourable to the notion of a fe- 
cond regeneration here, is a text of St. Paul's, 
where writing to the revolting church of Galatia, 
and calling them his children, he introduces him- 
felf under the emblem of a pregnaut mother, and 
fays; My little childreh, of whom I travdil in birth 
again, till Chrift be formed i yout. But then 
confider, what an infinite difference there is be- 
tween the force and import of the two Figures 8 
one, of a miniſter's Mumentallj forming the 
minds and manners of his people to faith and ho- 
lineſsF ; and the other, of the Spirit's authoriza- 
tively adopting them into divine Joybip, and into 


. * Revel, ii. 5, 16. iii. 3, 19. 


+ Revel. ! i. 20, 21. hy 
- | Gal. iv. 19. 


e be teflimo- 
nies collected by Suicer in his Theſaurus, under the word Texva, 
vol. ii. p. 1243, 1585. And compare Perkins, in anſwer to the 
objection about a feromd regeneration, as drawn from Gal. iv. 19. 
For though he intended his anfwer for the ſervice of another 
Hypotheſis, which I have nothing to do with, yet the ſubſtance 
of it 1s true and juſt upon any hypotheſis. See Perkins's Com- 
ment on that Epiſtle, amongſt his Works, vol. ii. p. 293, 294- 


citizenſhip 


1 
eiliꝛenſlip with all the family of heaven. * 2 
miniſter's inſtrumental work of converting or re- 
newing (as even the Spirit's renewing) may often 
be-undone, and may come over and over again : 
but the regeneration of water and the Spirit, the 
conſecration and adoption unto God, is quite ano- 
ther thing. Therefore that lower fort of Jonſhip 
of a diſciple towards his teacher or maſter, may 
fail and be quite extinct: but that higher kind of 


abiding force and virtue in it, and never wants 
to be reiterated, as it can never be totally r 
trated or made void. In ſhort then, the Galatians 
might be begotten again to St. Paul, becauſe that 
meant no more than the being renffructed in the 
faith, and reclaimed in manners: but they could 
not be begotten again 70 God, unleſs they were 
to have been rebaptized; which the apoſtle had 
no thought of. 

The miſtake in this matter, I 3 imagine, firit 
aroſe from the miſinterpreting ſome texts®, which 
plainly import a water-baptiſin, of an inward bap- 
tiſm of the Spirit only. From hence, by degrees, 
outward baptiſm came to be thrown out of the 
idea I iuetangy The next ſtep was to con- 

| found 


* As John iii, 5. and alſo Tit. iii. 5. See above, p. 2, 3. 


+ How miſchievous this is, and how contrary to the ancient 
doctrine of fathers, (grounded upon Scripture,) may appear 
from 


{ 389 
found renewal of fate with renewal of ud, and. 
io to throw the former out of the idea of regene- WM” 
ration, making it the ſame with what the text calls nad 
renovation... In a while, convention and repentance 
came to be uſed as terms equivalent to regenera- il '? 


tian: and the conſequence thence naturally fol. — 
lowing would terminate in reje ding the doctrine I W. 
of infant regeneration, as infants are uncapable of 
converſion or repentance: and the next conſequence 
to that would of cousſe bear hard upon infant-bap- Br: 
tiſin. But that I mention by the way only, as an 
inſtance of the gradual alterations made in the-ſig- 8 
nification of words or-names, and of the miſchiefs Ml © 
from thence ariſing. Indeed, moſt errors, which 
have crept into the church, have either been origi- Pk 
nally ange in bye of * or kept up by it. p, - 


from the large —_—_—— they gave of dn. 1 uſe 
en and thing ; ſuch as laver of life—fountain of life—=garment he: 
of incorruption==key of the heavenly kingdom=—=water of life—li. 
wing water—quickening water—heavenly dnati ve. grace healib 
Ee. —ſeal-unctios choice gift of God——wiaticum—pledge of re- 
SerreAion—tremendout myſtery, ſuch as, unites us to Chriſt, makes 
us of the /ame fleſb with him, or the temple of the Holy Spirit 
and of Chrif. The authorities to this purpoſe ate collected by vel 
Albertinus, de Euchariſtia, and the places of lis book are re- Wl th 
ferred to in his Index under Baptiſmus. Now, though thofe thi 
high expreſſions ought, to be underſtood cum grano ſalit, in a h 
qualified ſenſe; yet certainly it is a great miſtake to ſpeak ſlightly up 
of awater-bapti/m, ot not to take it in as the ordinary and nech off 
zam, though inſtrumental, cauſe of regeneration, ſandtification, | (v 
and perfect renovation. 


9, Having , 
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2. Having ſhewn how imnroper the language 

is, when Chriſtians are called upon to be regene- 
ruled, I may next obſerue how mchievous alſo it 
is many ways, and therefore cannot be looked 
upon as a mere verbal buſineſs; or an innocent 
mjſnomer. 1; The telling of the common people, 
that they ought now to be regenerated, which few: 
of Nuvill rightly amderfiand;'-infiead- of telling them 
plainly, that they ought, with the help of God's: 


4 1 * 2 4 
5 grace, ſpeedily to enent and amend, (wliich is all 
n gang, Hit it bas angoigrod, mganng (h 


giving them only a dark leſſon inſtead of a cπm 
one, and throwing its before their eyes in a moſt 
momentous article, nearly g affecling Chriſtian: 
practice, and the ſpirituab life. 2. The calling 
upon Chriſtians to be regeneruted, in a new and 
wrong ſenſe. of the word, when they have been 
> Nuſedito analen and better ſenſe in our public Of. 


„ fices, and haye been taught that they have been 
regenerated long ago, will not only be apt to con- 


found their underſtandings, but may fill them 
with many a vain, /erup(e, ſuch as may give great 
I diſturbance to weak minds. 3. Another incon- 
venience may be, that if inſtead of reminding 
mem to preſerve or repair that regeneration which 
' Wthey. received in their - baptiſm, they are called 
Nu pon to receive a ſecond; they may thereby be led 

off from looking back to their baptiſmal now, 
EY (which' are excellent leſſons of true Chriſtian 


ill piety,) 4 


„ 

piety,) and may be put upon quite another ſcent, 
nothing near ſo uſeful or edifying to them. 
4. A further miſchief likely to happen in that 
way is, that many, inſtead of carefully ſearehing 
into their lives paſt, to ſee wherein they have 
offended, (which is one of the firſt ſteps towards 
conviction; and remorſe, and ſerious amendment, 
may be apt to go in queſt of what they will call 
inipu{ſts,) or inoard feelings of the Spirit; which 
commonly are nothing more than warm fancies, 
towering: imaginations, and ſelf.flatterĩing pre- 
ſumptions. And this may probahly take them off 
from: a cool, careful, and impartial examination 
into thai paſti life | and conduct, by the ſafe and 
unerring: rule. of God's written comttiindinients. 
5. Butowhatiis worſt of ally and what has fre- 
quently; happened, is, that when men become 
more atwbitious of the nννO and aimthority which 
the name of the Spirit carries with it, than of 
ſquaring their lives by the rules of that Spirit, 
laid down in the Goſpel; they will be prone to 
follow any invention or imagination of their own, 
and will bw preſumptuous enough to father it 

n bleſſed —_ of God®: Ie is a glorious, 
Ae 

0 A of the firſt age, [aaabicivee of the rbing,' for 
the ſake chĩefly of the name, gave it out that he was /ame great 
ene, Acts yiii. g. or ſome grear power of God, Acts viii. 10, 18, 
19. Among the Samaritans he pretended to be as the oracle of 
God the Fathers among the Fes, of the Son; and among 
£ tho 


7 
and a moſt deſirable priyilege, to be divinely a- 
ſired, divinely illuminated, divinely cunducted: 
and as it is ſo honourable; and. ſo deſmable, We 
need not wonder, if pure /#/f-flattery, indulged: 
too far, ſnhould lead many, almoſt, uwperceptibly,. 
(for what more, infiguating than the illuſions. of 
ſelf-love?) into a, ferious perſuaſion. that they, 
themſelves are the mee, of that: duns, 


+4 þ 


the Gren, of the Hol 0 les. 1 : 47. . i. p. 99 | 
Conf. Domin. Maſſer. pref. p. g 5. * þ c 

IMontanus, of the ſecond century, eee; Ge 
of the Spiryt,and deceived many. r 
niſm, Pet tot. 77 | laeerey 

Fauftus the ee, of the _ centory, bein g. excellivelz 
vain, vas full of the like big pretefices ; as '$t."Aoftin e | 
Non ehim psv exiftimari” ſe volait; ſed Spine \Sandtur, | 
conſdlatorem & ditatorem fidelium/tuorum;/auRtoritate plenaria, 
perſonaliter in ſe of penſuadere conatus eſts, Confeſſ. |, v. c. v. 
p. 111. ed. Bened. 

Something of like kind has been perhaps in ever Age ſince. 
of Bat the all-wiſe conduRt of diwinePtovidence is very obſervable 
t, in all / that /eripruretin/pirarion for 1700 years has maintained 
0 its la privilege; and, all the other, ſo far as they, have been 

conſidered as ſuch, have paſſed off as dreams, 
n, That vanity ſeems to have commenced firſt here in England, 
it (fince the reformation, I mean,) or however to Have fit made 
ſome figure, about 100 years ago, ſet op by perſons, who, having 


4 neither commiſies, | nor; #alents,, nor furniture proper for che 
N miniſtry, profeſſed themſelves ſaints, and. /ons of inſpiration, as 
r 


the ſhorteſt way to ſilence all objeQions, and to ſtop further 
examination, See Thomas Collier's Letters to the Saints in 
3, WH Taunton, (bearing date A. D. 3646; Yin Edwards's Gangrana, 
of part-2it. P: 51, Ke. f TAS | 
g 5 Spirit. 
bs 2 | P 


By .” 
Spirit How conipendious a methb&inay it ſeeni | 
of arriving ſuddenly to deep learning” without V 
ſtudy, and to profbund wiſdom without pain of e 
thought: without the irkſome labour of lan- . 
guages, hiſtory, and critical enquiries, ordinarily 
requiſite to form a udioious interpreter of God's 
word, and a ſkilful guide of ſouls ! While others 
are content to wait for wiſdÞbm©- till an advanced 
age, and in the mean while to go on in the ſow 
methods of labour and indſtrꝝ, (as God has ap- 
pointed, theſe more early proficients affect to 
become wife af once, wiſe in a moſt emment degree, ö 
at a much cheaper and eaſier rate. Who would 
not. wiſh to be ſo ſignally bleſed,. iti it might be 
in theſe dans: or if he knew of any certain warrant, 
to bear him harmleſs,” in his making ſo familiar 
with the rremendhun nume of the Holy Spirit of ll * 
God? Hut humble and modeſt men, who have a 
dus reverence ſor the Spirit, and. ſome knowledge 
of themſelves, dare not preſumeè ſo far being well 
aware, that the ſetting up a private Jpirit, an ima- 
ginary inſpiration, as a rule of conduct, has been 
one of the ſubtileſt engines of Satan, in all paſt 
ages. God has permitted it, probably, for the 
trial of his faithful ſervants, that they may be 
proved and exercifed every way; and may learn 
to be as much upon their guard againſt any ſur- 
prize of their underſtandings, as againſt any e- 
duction of their wills; There are, as I hinted; . 
| ſtrong 
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ſtrong temptations. inclining forward men 10 fe 
up their pretenſions to a private ſpirit. It flatters 
the nride, | /azineſs, and vanity: of corrupt nature. 
Moſt men love to indulge their on way and hu- 
mour, and to get from under the ſober tanding 
rules of order,” ge eee e Wy 
would be their o. nF myf/ters; and and 
even make laws for others: and if they can but 
once perſuade themſelves, (and what will not 
blind /#/f-/ope perſuade a man into?) that they 
are fuil of the Spirit, they ſoon grow regardleſs of 
the open laws of God and man, affecting to con- 
duc both themſelves and others by ſome ſecret 
rules of their own breaſts. This is a very dan- 


 gerous,/elf-deceit, and not more dangerous than it 


has been common in all ages and countries, as be- 
fore hinted. If none but hypocrites or ili-de/igning 


men were to be drawn into this ſnare, the temp- 
tation would be coarſely laid, and be the leſs apt 


to deceive: but the well-meaning pretenders to the 
Spirit, who through a ſecret unpereeived /e 


lattery, or a complexional melancholy, firſt de- 


ceive tlemſelves, they are of all men the fitteſt to 
deceive. others, Their artleſs ſimplicity, their 
ſtrong and endearing profeſſions, are very apt to 
win upon ſome of the beſt- natured and beſt-diſ- 
poſed, though unguarded, Chriſtians; which the 
W knows full well: and he never exerciſes a 

D deeper 


( 44) 
deeper or a more refined policy, than when be can 
tirus decoy ſome very ſmcere and devout Chriſtians 
in a piovs way, turning their graces into. ſnares, 
and, as it n 1 b with * own 
. 

It may be uſeful to-obfervt 1 whereby 
this iltafion paſſes upon the eaſy credulity of leſs- 
thinking perſons. Inftead of repentance and 
amendment of life, (to which the world ſhould be 
exhorted,) regeneration by the Spirit is the phraſe 
given out. From regeneration by the Spirit it 
appears but a ſmall and flight tranſition to go on 

to agſpir urias; for that is a good word; when 
uſed it's juſt and ſoberſenſe ; and it is frequently 
ſo uſed in our Church-Litargy®. But the word 
wilt alfo bear à much Aigher ſenſe, as when 
aſeribee to the apoſtles or ſacred penmen ; and it is 
natural for ſelf-admirers to take advantage of it, 
and tb boaſt of it in an extravagant way, till at 
length they make their own preſumptions fo 
many dictates of the Spirit. The final reſult is 
the ſetting up a new rule of Chriſtian faith or con- 
duct, undermining, if not directly confronting, 
che rule of God's ns, laid down i m the 


er. Iu what ſeals iyiration may be jaſtly bat jay in what 
not, may be clearly ſeen in Dr. Claget's Treatiſe againſt Owen 
Dr. Stebbitg's Abridgthett of it Dr. Bennet againſt Qua- 
Kerim Nr. Leſlie's Shake, ac. f xxii. p. 314, Ke. 
ll Goſpel, 


. J - a. 
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Goſpels. Such bo been the: tative ind ud may 
be again, if e take not care to think and ſpeak 
ſoberly, humbly, and rederently of what concerns 
the works and OO es 
Tray; | 


N. B. Cn te eee Avid 
NN CU EE though infinite ways have 


been invented, either to elade the rule, or to change it into 


ſomething elſe, under ſome ſpecious names or colours. They 
That divide Scripture and reaſon, more than half deſtroy the 
rule: but they that ſer aſide both, for the fake of what they 


call inſoiration, or immediate revelation, totally deſtroy the rule, 


and ſet up caprice and fancy, or what every body pleaſes, in 
its room. 

"They Who bt lately for the light of reaſon as a rule 
fauperior to Scripture, or as the 40) rule, and ho plainly meant 


nothiog but to bring every rule to their own away and will ; 


even they were fond of the name of in/diration, in their ſenſe ; 
pretending to be inſpired, illuminated, or conducted by the 


Spirit, or Holy Spirit. Set a pamphlet entitled, The Infallibility 
of Human judgment, printed in 1721, p. 4. 45. See alſo 


Tindal's Chriſtianity, &c. p. 182, 194, 330. quarto edit.. 
A pamphlet was publiſhed in 1731, entitled, A Demonſtra- 


| You of the Inſufficiericy both of Reaſon and Revelation; and 


the purport of it was to intimate, that intmediate inſpiration was 


the one thing ſufficient, p. 48. Which being what every man 


pleaſes to make it, or to call by chat name, it is obvious to ſee 


how that principle, or pretended principle, ſets a man looſe 


from true religion and ſound reaſon, to follow his own devices, 
under thoſe feigned names. All that eſpouſe that looſe prin- 


ciple may not perhaps fre what it leads to, nor mum to puſſr it 


ſo far: but ſuch plainly is the aua tendenty of it; and it 
bas been but too oſten exemplified in fact. 


T 
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3. It may perhaps be expected, that I ſhould 
here ſay ſomething upon à queſtion heretofore 
raiſed, and often revived; about ſome pretended 
marks or tokens of regeneration. Thoſe who firſt 

began to talk in that way (and who have been 
long dead) might be pious and well-meaning 
men: but they were not very happy in the «/e of 
their term, or in the choice of their marks. | They 
ſhould; not. have aſked for marks of regeneration, if 
they. thereby meant, proofs of a converſi fon ſubſe- 
quent to baptiſin ; which it is certain they did 
mean: but they ſhould” rather have aſked for 
marks of renovation, or of a renewed heart” and 
mind. And what marks-could a man pitch upon 
to ſatisfy; himſelf, in ſuch caſe, but a good con- 
fiencrs Or what markes to ſatisfy others, but a 
good life? Then again, in drawing out their 
marks, care ſhould have been taken to be ſhort 
and clean: and more particularly. to have made 
choice of none which many a ſincere Chriſtian 
may happen to want, and many a reprobate may 
chance to have. There was a great defect in 
thoſe marks, that the difference of circumſtances 
in different perſons was not ſufficiently conſidered. 
Some good Chriſtians there are, (L hope, many,) 
who, having been regenerated at.the font, have 
been ſo preſerved and. protected by God's grace, 
in conjunction with their own pious, perſevering 
endeavours, as never to have experienced any 
4 | conſiderable 
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conſiderable decays of the ſpiritual life, or regenes 
rate ſtate, Muſt they be called upon to recalle& 
the day, week, month, or year of their converſion or 
regeneration, » who from their Chriſtian infancy 

have never been in an unconverted or unregenerate 
ſtate at all? Or muſt the ſame marks (ſuppoſe of 
ſtrong conviction, fearful compunRtion, ſtinging 
remorſe nigh. to deſpair, and the like,) be ſought 
for in ſuch perſons, who have loved and ſerved 
God ſincerely all their days; and who have found 
religion and righteouſneſs to ſit ſo eaſy upon them, 
(as God's ſervice is perfect freedom,) that they 

have been all along ſtrangers to thoſe pangs, ſtrug- 
gles, conflicts, which ungodly men muſt of courſe 
feel in the correcting their evil habits, upon their 
converſion to godlineſs? Thoſe pretended marks 
are manifeſtly too particular to ſerve all caſes, and 
too uncertain to be depended on in any. They 
appear to have a tendency to perpter ſome, and 
to deceive others ; and therefore may prudently be 
thrown aſide as things of human invention® : and 
in the mean while it will be ſafe and right | to 
have recourſe to divine law. - Aſk our Lord for a 
mark of a true diſciple, and his reſolution lies in 
few words, ſhort and full : Ve love me, keep my 


* See more of what concerns the pretended marks of regens- 
ration in an excellent ſermon of Archbiſhop Sharpe, vol. ili. 


ew. Xill p. 299, Kc. 
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continiaidieents®. That is bis mark of what ſome 
call regeneration. If you conſult St. Pax? upon 
the fame point, he will fay ; As many as are led by 
the Spirit of God, they are the fons of Godf. And, 


The freit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-ſuffer- 
ing, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, tempe- 
rance- againſt ſuch there is no law. If you aſk 57, 
Jokn, who ſeems to have written a good part of 
his firſt Epiſtle on purpoſe to-confate ſome of his 
own time, Who vainly boaſted of being born of 
God, while they took no care to maintain good 
worksF ; I fay, if you confult him, he will tel] 
you; Whoſdever is born of God, doth not commit 
fn: and, In this the children of God are manifeft, and 
the children of the devil; whofoever doth not righteouf. 
meſs, 6 FOR, The man is known by his 


John xiv. 15, 


| + Rom. viii. 14. 
1 Gal, v. 22, 23. 


They ſeem to have been the Simonians, who,among other 
monſtrous opinions, taught, that men are ſaved by grace only, 
and not according to their good works, Secundum enim iffius 
gratiam ſalvari homines, ſed non ſecundum operas juſtas. Iren. I. i. 2 
©.-xxili. p. 100. ed. Bened. Conf. Theodorit. Hzret. Fab. l. i. 2 
c, i. ul. Harmon. diſſert. i. p. 419. alias p. 13. diff. ii. p. 
438. alias 33. 

[| » John ini, 9. 10, = O Tory v apapriay, one that 
« make fr firmer and on the other fide, he, the general 
: courſe and tenor of whole life and convetlation is upright and 
*« unblameable, ca 


——_ —— 


LACS "_— — _=_ 
— — — 
— — —nnonnggy, Do — — — — — 
— — — ——— — Io — — — — — — — p - 

: : — "= — 2 - —— — — — — — 

—— — — — | — — 2 * — — 
— — — — — - = 

— — = 122 ” 2 — — - — SE — hs 

— — ** — — — — 3 — 22 * * —— Kin. 6 = 

nel. ez” . A. * — 2 = 1 A p - —_ S * 

— — - — — 4 a — 
BY "= ” = 8 * ” SF * a 
” 


— 


— 7 73: : 
<= = : 
—— 


__— — —— 
— 
— bs 
— 1 
— ? 27 
— 


— 


—— — — 
— . — 


— 7 
IS — 


- — 
” Af... a "oh > 


"PIC "7"Y 
—̃ — 
2 > — 

„ . m 2 


— 
— —— 


6 
heart and life, tried by the rule of God's cm 
mandments. Theſe are unerring, infallible mars: 
marks which every good Chriſtian has, and every 
bad one wants. But if any ſcruple ſhould remain 
about the appheation of this rule to every one's 
conſcience, (becauſe we have all of us infirmities, 
and ia many things we offend all*,) the ſafeſt rule 
whereby to judge of our own particular ſtate, as 
conform to the /cripture-rule, I conceive to be 
this: if we ſincerely take care to do the deft we 
can, are daily gaining ground of our vices and 
our paſſions, and find ourſelves, after the ſtricteſt 
examination, to be upon the improving hand, then 
may we comfortably believe that our regeneration 
yet abides, ſalutary and entire, and that we are in 


a ſtate of grace and ſalvation . 
But above all things, beware of ever rang 


to enward feelings, ſecret impulſes, or the like, as 
marks of a good ſtate, till you have thoroughly 


tried and examined them by the unerring rule 


of God's written word. What are any impulſes, 


« unblameable, is called  Towwy v d1xauwrumn, one that makes 
*« righteoufurſs. —— By the firſt, we underſtand one who gives 
« his mind to fin, and makes a practice of it; by the latter, we 

% underſtand one who gives himſelf wholly to virtue, and makes 
* it his aim and fudy to live a good life.” Biſhop Blackall, on 


the Sermon on the Mount, vol. i. ſerm. x. p. 335. 
* James iii. 2. 
+ Compare Archbiſhop Sharpe's Iarger reſolution of the ſame 


al, vol. iii. ſerm. xiii. p. 300, 301, 305, 306. 
4 conſidereq 
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conſidered barely in themſelves, but ſome frong 
melinations, motions, or affections, which men feel 
in their breaſts, and cannot preſently diſtinguiſh 
from the natural workings of their own minds? 
But ſuppoſe them by their unuſual /irength or 
warmth, or their uncommon manner of affecting us, 
to import ſomething ſupernatural or extraordinary 
(I only make the ſuppoſition, not affirming that 
ſupernatural. motions are often, or in theſe days, 
ſo diſtinguiſhed); then conſider, that there are 
evil ſpirits to tempt and deceive, as well as a good 
Spirit to enlighten and ſanctify; and there is na 
certain way of knowing (without well conſider- 
ing the nature and tendency, the juſtice or injuſ- 
tice, of what we are moved to,] from whenee the 
impulſe cometh. Judas probably had a ſtrong im- 
pulſe upon him to betray his Lord; for Satan had 
entered into him*. What fair colours the tempter 
might lay before him, to calm a rebuking con- 

ſcience, and whether he might not perſuade him, 
that it would be only giving our Lord an oppor- 

tunity of ſetting forth his divine power and glory 

in his own reſeuef, is more than we can certainly 


know: but. /elf-flattery is apt enough to invent, 


or to lay hold on. ſoft colourmgs and good meanings ; 
and there is ſcarce any wickedneſs whatever, but 


what is capable of being ſo varniſhed by a ſubtile 


Lake xxii. 3. John xiii. 2, 27. 
4 See Dr. Whitby's Comment on Matt. xxvjj. 3. 


6 — 


— nn mam mmy 


- * RA 
— — — 


. —_— A 
— 


_ . — — — — — - WT — 
——ůů—— me — — — — 88 — 1 
EPC — 4 A - — = — — — 
— — =_ — a S 42 — 
— % * — 122 2 — — ÿ— — . . — — 
——_ - r — — — he 


— 
— 
333 


_ w — — 
— - — —— 
— ——ͤ — IST 
— 2 — El SI 


wit, 


«a 


Rr a6. e Se: 


© ==,  z ©* 


- » Bs - 


» © a 'h =» x» 


1 
wit. Ananias was perhaps another inſtance of 


ſtrong impulſes, moving him to tie to the Holy 
Ghoſt... (a: grievous in, and near akin to lying of 


the Holy Get“). Satan had filled lus heart}. 
He alſo might have been deceived by good mean- 
ings, ſuch as the tempter had artfully ſuggeſted, 
and thrown as mis before his eyes: but the thing 
was evil in 4tſelf, and he ought to have known it. 
It is certain that the perſecutors of the church of 
Chriſt, ſome of them at leaſt, had a very good 
meaning in it, thinking to do God ſervice} by it; 
yet no body can doubt but that they therein 
ated wickedly ; and we have warrant ſufficient 
from the general rule of Scripture (that he that 
committeth ſin is of the devil) to ſay, that they 
were moved and attuated by Satan in what they fo 
did, though with a 2eal for God, and a pious in- 
tention to ſerve him, Therefore again, it is ex- 
ceeding dangerous to truſt either to warm impuſſes, 
or to godly intentions, without firſt ſtrictly enquir- 
'# The confident reporting a fact, which nearly concerns the 
are by a perſon who knowvs not that fa# to be a truth, is 
ſo like the calling upon God as witns to a falſe, or at leaſt a 
doubiful fact, that I ſcarce ſee how to diſtinguiſh it, or how to 
excuſe it from being equally criminal. There cannot however 


be too much caution uſed in matters of that high nature, ſo dearly 
affecting the honour of the tremendous Deity. 


+ AQs v. 3, 4. 
t John xvi. 2. Acts xxvi. 9. 


5 1 John iii, 8. John viii. 44. 
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K 
ing into the nature of the acts, and into the law. 
fulneſs of the means to be made uſe of for com- 


paſſing the end aimed at. If any man does evil 


Mat good may come, he is a tranſzreſſor : it is acting 
wiekedhy for God, and diſhonouring him moſt 
highly, in attempting to ſerve him by /©z. Pious 
intentions, or godly aims, will never bear a man 
out in wwarrantable practices: the end muſt be 
good, and the means alſo, or elſe the action is 
wicked, and the man an wngodly man. Therefore, 
at laſt, as I before hinted, there is no /efe rule to 
go by, but the rule of igt reaſon in conjunction 
with God's written word: by theſe every mpulſe 


muſt be ſeanned and tried, both as to end and 


means, before we can paſs any certain judgment 
of it, whether it comes from Satan, (if it be really 


ſupernaturuls, or from the Spirit of God, If 


God in the ſoul (as ſome term it) commands any 
thing contrary to God in the Bible; as for inſtance, 
to be diſobedient to lawful ſuperiors in things good 


or lawful, to break comely order and regularity, 


(on which depends the very e of religion, and 
the being of a church,) or to ivade other men's 
provinces, or ſo much as to take offence, if not 
I put in that reſtriction, as being aware of a middle opi- 
nion, which looks upon moſt of thoſe caſes as compaſſionate caſes, 


ariſing from ſome unhappy di/femper of mind, ſome complexienal 
diſorder. See Meric Caſaubon concerning Enthuſiaſm, printed 
A. D. 1655. And Dr. Henry More's Enthuſiaſmus Trium- 
phatus, printed in 1656. 


permitted 
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permitted to do fo ; or, if the ſuppoſed Godin, the 
ſoul is obſerved to blow men up with ſpiritual 
pride and felf-admiration, and a fupercitious con- 
tempt of others, teaching them to reject all re- 


monſtrances of ſound reaſon to the contrary, as 
carnal regſonò, and all remonſtrances offered from 
Seripture, as coming merely from natural men 
(which is, in ſhort, refolving to ſtop their ears 
againſt Seripture and reafon, to follow their own 
fancies); I ſay, if the ſuppoſed God in the ſoul 
either preſcribes ſuch practices, or inſtils ſuch 
principles of error and confufion ; then may we 
be aſſured, that it is not the God of heaven that 
does it, but the God of this world, (if any,) which 
ſometimes blinds the minds of them that believe not, 


leſt the glorious goſpel of Chriſt (the ſovereign rule 


of Chriſtian faith and conduct) ſhould ſhine upon 
ſiem f. Great care ſhould be taken not to invert 


the right order of things, not to begin at the 


* Sec the pamphlet before mentioned, entitled, A Demon- 
ſtration of the Inſufficiency both of Reaſon and Revelation, p. 
48-54, And compare Dr. Bennet's Confatation of Quaker- 
iſm, c. v. p. 44—61. in anſwer to the fond pretences raiſed 
from a miſfalen diſtindtion between the gataral and ſpiritual 
man; a diſtinction, as by ſome uſed, contrived only to fence 
againſt all conviction or perſuaſion, and to ſet up that mon- 
ftrous iafallibility in every private man's breaſt, which is juſtly 
deteſted by all ſober men, when pretended to by any public 
perſon, or by any collective body of men whatſoever, 


t 2 Cor. iv. 4. 
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wrong end. Say not, We are favourites of 
t heaven, we have the Spirit; therefore our hearts 

© are right, and our ways good,; for that would 
be drawing a very precarious concluſion from dark 
and diſputable premiſes : but ſay rather, (after 
impartial examination,) Our hearts are right, 
<* and our ways good; and therefore we have the 
&« Spirit.” For he that is led by the Spirit, and 
walks by the written rules of the Spirit, he, and 
he only, can upon ſure grounds ſay, that he has 
the Spirits. And when he can ſay it, let him ſay 
it to himſelf, and to God (whom he ought to 
thank for ſo ineſtimable a bleſſing); and let him 
not raſhly boaft of it} before the world, nor cen- 
ſoriouſſy 


* Rom. viii. 1. i. 4, 5, 14. Gal. v. 16, 18. To the law an 
10 the teſtimony: if they ſpeak not according to this word, it is becauſe 
there is no light in them. Ifai. viii. 20. | 

Hence it appears, that God's ordinary way of enlightening 
men is by the outward word written, and not by his imme- 
diate teaching or inſpiration, without ſuch outward means. 
The Spirit's work is the opening and diſpeſing the hearts of men 
to receive inſtruction from the vrizten word; to improve by 
mediate (not immediate) revelation. See Whitby's Comment on 
James 1. 18. p. 678, 679. 

- + Ifaid « raſbly,” toexclude ſome very rare and extraordinary 
caſes, where a perſon may commend himſelf. St. Paul did ſo: 
but then he #zeww, that what he ſaid was ſtrictly zrue + he knew 
that there was a very great xece/ity for it: he 4neww that he had 
Gad r warrant for ſo doing in that caſe, writing by inſpiration, 
and able to give miraculous provf of Chrift ſpeaking in him : he 
did it not for pre-eminence over true apoſtles, but to hinder fol/e 

apoſtles 
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foriouſly judge or deſpiſe others; for that *. 
be directly copying after the proud Phariſee, and 
would infallibly guench the Spirit. Common 
modeſty and doecencyu, and above all, our common 
Chriſtianity forbids all ſuch boa/mg of the ordinary 
graces; which would amount to the fame with 
blazing it abroad, how pure, how holy, how righ- 
teous 'we take ourſelves to be above others. Nei- 
ther will it avail us, in ſuch caſes, to urge that we 
know uit, and that we thank God for it, aſeribing 
nothing to our/ſetves : for did not even the proud 
| Phariſee do the ſame, when he ſaid, God, I thank 
thee, that I am not as other men ares, 8&c? Chriſ- 
tianity is an humble, quiet, peaceable, and orderly 
religion; not noiſy. or oſtentatious, not aſſuming 
/ or cenſorious, not factious or tumultuous : they 
who think otherwiſe of it, are altogether ſtrangers 
to it, and An nothing yet, as they ought to know, 
> of the life and ſpirit of true Chriſtianity. 

» 4. And here, in the next place, it may not be 
- amiſs to throw in ſome few thoughts concerning 
; a paſhonate religion, and the nature or danger of 
l it. Indeed all our pafftons ought to center in God, 
and they can never be better ſpent than upon his 


apoſtles from aſſuming a pre-eminence over him, to the defiruc- 
tion of Chriſtianity, Thoſe were circumſtances, which ſo juſtify 
| his /elf-commendation, as to leave every other, if in different eir - 
| cumſtances, or differently IG without excuſe, | 

| 


#* Luke xviii. 11. 


glory 


1 
glory and ſervice. But paſſion, even in that caſe, 
without. reaſon, pudgment, or ſound d:ſeretion in 
the uſe of % and proper means, works in like 


manner as any other wild and turbulent paſſion 
does ; for paſſion, as ſuch, is blnd. Violent paſ- 
fions and wiruly affections are the worſt guides 
imaginable, whether in region, or in any other 
affairs of moment. For, like as an over-zealous 
and over- officious admirer often forgets the good 
counſel of a w/e friend whom he undertakes to 
ſerve, overlooks his inſtructions, | diſturbs all his 
affairs, croſſes his intereſts, expoſes his reputation, 
and makes it at length neceſſary for his friend. to 
diſcard him for his ill- managed | fondneſs : ſo an 
heady, unthinking-relgronft, through his egger- 
neſs and impatience in the cauſe of God, often for- 
gets God's ſacred laws, and overlooks his all-wiſe 
commandments; and in concluſion, rather diſturbs, 
obſtructs, and expoſes religion, than ſerves it; 
and therefore cannot reaſonably. expect a reward 
for it. True religion requires both'a warm heart, 
and a-coo/ head; eſpecially in a miniſter of it, if 
he propoſes to do any good ſervice in his func- 
tion. It is eaſy for warm zealots to throw re- 
flexions upon the wiſer and more conſiderate 
guides, who come not up to their degrees of in- 
temperate heat and ferment : but a ſmall know- 
ledge of mankind will ſuffice to ſhew, that they 
who will not be converted by cool, calm, and ra- 
| tional 
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tional meaſures, will not be wrought upon, as to 


any good and laſting effect, by eagerneſs or paſ- 
ſion. The world, indeed, is generally bad, always 
was, and always will be: but ſtill we muſt not 
venture upon affected, irregular, unjuſtifiable 
courſes, in order to reclaim it; which in reality 
would not reclaim it, but make it worſe. Men 
muſt be brought to God, in God's own way, if at 
all. When the miniſters of Chriſt have done all 
that was nuft, prudent, or proper, and The effect 
does not anfwer, they muſt not preſume to grow 
as mau in one way, as finners are in another, in 
Hopes to recover them to their ſenſes. Is any man 
2ealous for the Lord God of Hoſts ? It is well that 
he is ſo. But ſtill there is one thing of as great, 
or greater importance than any, and which ought 
to be looked to in the „i place; namely, to reſt 
contented with God's approved and 'authorized 
methods of reforming the world ; to ſubmit to his 
iſUom, rather than our own ; to proceed no far- 
ther than God has warranted ; but to p where 
God requires it, as well as to run where he has 
ſent. God will be ſerved, as becomes an aw/ul 
Governor of the univerſe, not with amorous free- 
doms, or fond familiarities, but with reverence 
and reſpe&ful fear; at a becoming diſtance, in 
due form and ſolemnity, and with the ſtricteſt 
order and regularity. He ſtruck Uzzah with death 


for 


. 


608 
for his over- officiouſneſs“; condemned Saul ſur 
intermeddling where he had nothing to do; and 
reproved the prophets, or pretended prophets, for 
_propheſying lies in his name, and running where they 
were nobfent$; Under the New Teſtament, ſome 
transformed themſelves into antes of Chriſt, and 
gloried of their being miniſters o righteouſneſs, 
even above Sr. Paul. They were ſharply rebuked 
by the fame St. Paul;; and were by him put in 
mind, that they were Satan's miniſters in doing 
it, and only copied after him; for Satan knew 
how to be transformed, when occaſion ſhould ſerve, 
into an angel of light. It ſeems, Satan could en- 
courage righteouſneſs in part, without being d:- WF ſe 
vided againſt himfelf; inaſmuch as he was ſure to gi 
gain ten times more in the whole, if the artifice 
ſhould ſucceed : becauſe, in the laſt iſſue, it would I 
turn to the utter deſtruction and diſſolution of the re 
religion of Chriſt. The fame would be the caſe, 
were once a private ſpirit ſet up, under any pre- 
tence whatever, in oppoſition to' on YT 


®* 2 Sam. vi. 7. 3 to. 

+ 1 Sam. xiii. 9. | 

1 Jerem. xiv. 14, 15. xxiii. 21. xxvii. 14, 15. xxix. 9. 
52 Cor, xi. 13z—15.— Compare 2 Cor. x. 2. It may be 
added, that the Phariſees pretended to a greater Hridtngſi in re- 
ligion than was found in our Lord's diſciples, or even in Chrift 
himſelf, whom they rudely and madly charged as * in com- 
pariſon. Luke vii. 34. 
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- pf God's written word; by which 
every- pirit muſt be tried. It is in vain to ſay 
here; as have done, tliat ſpiritual men only, 
that is, emſelves; muſt judge of the written word: 
for; firſt; the queſtion is, whether they are really 

ſpiritual men; à fact which ſtands only on their 

own partial teſtimony, Beſides, they undoubtedly. 
miſtake the phraſe of /piritual men, if they under- 
ſtand it of themſelves, as favoured with minediate 
revelation; - It deſerves alſo to be conſidered, 
whether a formed reſolution to hearken to no rea- 
on but their own; nor to give ear to Scripture it- 
ſelf, but as interpreted by private fancy, be not 
ſealing up their eyes againſt in/frudtion, and Pn 
giving themſelves up to Arong deluſions. 

3. But to return, and to conclude with what 

I began with; all I have to obſerve farther is to 
remind you, that as we have had our regeneration 
once in our fancy, (moſt of us,) it now lies upon 
us to preſerve, or to repair and improve it, by a 

daily ſenewing of the inner man; by a ſedate; re- 

gular, uniform obedience to all God's coinmand- 
ments. That will be the only ſure-mark of our 
love towards God, and likewiſe. of his love to- 
wards us. Take we due care, that ſomething of 
the wiſdom of the ſerpent may always accompany 

the innocence of the dove, and that religion and di 

cretion may conſtantly go hand in hand. As to 

E the 
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ſolute, and profane, who probably Md not re- 
ſuch advocates to appear for them: but there may 


chiniopey/attacks ifs thel 3 may 
help to confirm and harden the iL, the d/- 


turn, (or very few of them,) thougliſ ey had no 


be more danger in attempts made to draw afide 
even the well-diſþo/ed, the good, and godly ; who, 
if not beguiled in ſome religious ſhape, would 
probably perſevere in their /alutary courſes to 
their dying day. Such perſons deſerve the kindeſt 
and moſt compaſſionate care of their faithful 
guides, May they continue firm and ſtedfaſt in 
that gvod way they are in; that which our pious 
reformers, about two hundred years ago, following 
the ancient models, have chalked out for them. 
Thofe were excellent men, and in a ſober ſenſe, 
Full of the Spirit; which ſhined forth in their wiſe 
counſels, and their exemplary lives, viſible, in a 
manner, to all good men; unleſs we may except 
themſelves, whoſe great humility and modeſty 
would ſcarce permit them to ſee what could not 
be hid from the obſerving world. Under ſuch a 
regular and authorized miniſtry, as was then moſt 
juſtly eſtabliſhed, our church (God be thanked) 
has ſubſiſted and flouriſhed, and does to this day. 
They who ſtand here, ſtand he, while walking 
by the ſame rule, and minding the ſame thing; 
wy labouring and —— to have akeays 


d con- 


a conſtience void of offence towards Cod ind touts ER 
men. Which that we may -all do, God of his 'P 

mercy grant, through our Lord and Saviows.... 
Jeſus Cheſt. Amen. 
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P rinted by I. Norris, Fere · ſtreet, Taunton. 
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